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International Merger 


by Foreign Entanglements 

International Merger is an “easy read.” It outlines the scope of 

the problem behind the plethora of free trade agreements, pacts, 

and partnerships being considered by the U. S. Congress. You will 
find yourself quoting this book often. (2014ed, 146pp, pb, 1/$9.95; 
12-23/$7.50ea; 24+ $5.50ea) BKIMFE 

* Available after February 1. 


NeoConservatives: 


Changing American Politics 

Why is it that even when Republicans win the presidency, our coun- 
try continues to suffer? The answer to this question can be summed 
up in a word: neoconservatives. 

Sleeved DVD (2013, 20min, 1/$1.00; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 
50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDNCAP 

Cased DVD (2013, 20min, 1/$5.95; 10/$49.50; 25/$98.75; 100/$225.00) 


Depression, War, and Cold War 


Author, historian, and economist Robert Higgs refutes many popular 


myths about the Great Depression, the New Deal, and the postwar 


national-security state. (2006ed, 286pp, pb, $10.95) BEDWCW 
Creating Wealth — Reprint 


The Federal Reserve's ability to create money out of thin air and to 
manipulate the value of the dollar gives it ultimate control over the 


purse strings of every American household. An eight-page, four-color 


reprint adapted from an article by Charles Scaliger that appeared 
in the April 13, 2009 issue of THE NEw AMERICAN. (2009, 8pp, 1/$0.50; 


25/$10.00; 100/$35.00; 1,000/$300.00) RPCW 


Lessons of the Weimar Republic — Reprint 
It behooves Americans to remember the drastic political and eco- 
nomic fallout Germany experienced when it posted large deficits 
and created new money to pay its bills. An eight-page, four-color 
reprint adapted from an article by Michael E. Telzow that appeared 
in the May 11, 2009 issue of THE NEw AMERICAN. (2009, 8pp, 1/$0.50; 


25/$10.00; 100/$35.00; 1,000/$300.00) RPLWR 
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Influential Beats: 
the cultural impact of music 

In the recent past, music has changed 
radically from generation to generation, 
and this change, though seeming to be 

no more than an innocuous annoyance, 
goes hand in hand with cultural upheaval. 
(January 20, 2014, 48pp) TNA140120 


Your Savings, 401(k), and 
Retirement Are in Danger 


As governments around the world spend 
themselves into indebtedness, we can expect the 
Federal Reserve and central banks to literally 
take wealth from our savings and retirement 
accounts. (February 17,2014, 48pp) TNA140217 


EPA v. USA 

The EPA, in implementing new rules to 
lower CO, emissions of coal-fired power 
plants, requires impossible standards of the 
plants, foreshadowing a likely end to coal 
power and ample electricity. (January 6, 
2014, 48pp) TNA140106 
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Fukushima Fear and Fallout 

Worries about radiation releases from the 
Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan, 
damaged by an earthquake-triggered 
tsunami, range from simply illogical to 
absolutely dishonest. (February 3, 2014, 
A8pp) TNA140203 


Hollywood Hypocrisy 

Liberals in the limelight often use their 
positions to expose the hypocrisy of 
conservatives, but liberals ignore blatant, 
open hypocrisy amongst members of the 


political Left. (September 23, 2013, 48pp) 
TNA130923 
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ECONOMY 


Your Savings, 401(k), 

and Retirement Are in Danger 

by William F. Jasper — The IMF is grabbing for total control 
with its proposed unlimited bailouts, global wealth tax, and 
“macroprudential policies.” 


POLITICS 

The War on the Tea Party 

by Thomas R. Eddlem — The Tea Party coalition in Congress is 
reviled by both establishment Democrats and Republicans — as 
well as mass media — but most claims against it are untrue. 


CULTURE 


Westerners in Wonderland 

and the Death of Reality 

by Selwyn Duke — Westerners are willing to deny such things as 
someone's gender or the consequences of unending increases in 
national debt, but all available evidence reveals the truth. 


DVD REVIEW 
When Republicans Changed 


by Eric Egan — Not more than a few decades ago, the 
Republican Party was the anti-war, small-government party. Then 
neoconservatives worked their way into power. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

Liberty’s Language 

by Charles Scaliger — Stephen Du Ponceau was a young French 
linguist who translated for the Continental Army, on his way to 
becoming an exemplar of liberty’s advantages. 


THE LAST WORD 
Obama’s Fascism by Decree in State of the Union 
by Alex Newman 
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Don’t Bash the Beatles 


“Influential Beats: The Cultural Impact of 
Music” by Selwyn Duke in the January 20, 
2014 issue of TNA was quite enlighten- 
ing. But the fundamental “chicken or the 
egg” question is still raised: Does music 
change the culture or are cultural chang- 
es reflected in the music? 

And, since the Beatles’ music was spe- 
cifically cited as an example of music that 
led to an impoverishing of the culture, how 
can one deny the abject beauty, composi- 
tion, and enduring nature of such an elegant 
song as “Yesterday” — the most recorded 
song in history? Although I appreciate the 
author’s attempt, I believe he connects dots 
where perhaps they cannot be connect- 
ed. The equation is much more convoluted 
than portrayed by quantum leaps. 

My wife and I firmly embraced the in- 
credible musical creativity that painted the 
diverse music scene in the ’60s and ’70s, 
yet we remain strict constitutionalist, small 
government, and God-fearing people. 

Also, a photo caption in the article 
says, “Were the 1950s’ critics of the 
Beatles and their new music right after 
all?” Well, there were no critics of the 
Beatles in the 1950s. The “Quarrymen” 
didn’t evolve into “Long John and the 
Silver Beatles,” and ultimately into the 
“Beatles,” until 1960. 

TrmoTuHy M. CAMPBELL, MD 
Bethel Park, Pennsylvania 


Socialized “Service” 


I enjoyed your recent column on Obama- 
Care in the “Correction Please” column 
(“Looming ObamaCare-Medicaid Deba- 
cle,” January 20 issue). Here is some ad- 
ditional insight: In October 2007, accord- 
ing to a study done in England on their 
National Health Service (socialized medi- 
cine), many dental patients complained 
about their treatment. Some patients were 
extracting their own teeth. One respondent 
stated that he had pulled out 14 of his own 
teeth with a pair of pliers! Other patients 
said they used glue to fix broken crowns. 

Altogether, six percent of patients used 
“self-treatment” instead of seeking profes- 
sional services. 

In another startling development re- 
garding socialized medicine, when 
Danny Williams, the Canadian premier 
of Newfoundland and Labrador, needed 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


a lifesaving heart operation, he came to 
the United States to repair a broken heart 
valve. As a Washington Post blog report- 
ed, “Many have viewed (the premier’s) 
choice as an indictment of Canada’s 
government-run health-care system and 
a sign that America’s health-care system 
remains superior.” Premier Williams, in 
a startling admission, stated, “I did not 
sign away my right to get the best pos- 
sible health-care for myself when I en- 
tered politics.” 

When it comes to healthcare, all Cana- 
dian citizens are equal, but some are more 
equal than others. 

DaviD HAMMER 
Bronx, New York 


Stand by Your Creed 


All men are created equal! O.K. I get it. 

But what should equality look like? I 
suffered privation during my early life, 
and for the remainder of my life I have 
worked like a dog. I toted my barge and 
lifted my bale, but I did not land in jail. 
Hard work was the key to whatever I have 
accumulated. 

Now it is your turn to do the same. Equal 
is equal in all things, work included. You 
have no right to demand I work, and sacri- 
fice to support you. When all are equal no 
one deserves a free ride. That is not equal. 

We are all created equal! This is your 
credo. 

The Founding Fathers tried to com- 
municate an ideal from the perspective of 
their day. What they should have said, to 
my mind, is: No human has the right to 
exploit, demean, or abuse another human. 

You have no right to exploit, demean, or 
abuse me. I did nothing to you. 

I have worked, worked, and worked. 
What I have accumulated was gotten 
by hard work. I deserve some degree of 
comfort in my waning years. I worked 
for mine; you work for yours. Fair is fair. 
Equal is equal. Get up and go to work. De- 
mand jobs, not largesse (free stuff). 

D.I. LARSON 
Ocala, Florida 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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NASA Data: Global Warming Still on “Pause,” Sea Ice Hits Record 


The latest temperature data from two U.S. government bureau- 
cracies show that the “pause” or “hiatus” in global warming that 
began some 17 years ago is still ongoing. The findings for last 
year, unveiled to reporters by NASA and NOAA on January 21, 
also showed that the extent of Antarctic sea ice in September of 
2013 was the highest ever documented since records began. 

The establishment media and the taxpayer-funded climate alarm- 
ists, as usual, tried to avoid the troublesome issues — or they at least 
tried to confuse the public by citing dubious theories purporting 
to explain the conflict between reality and the climate predictions. 
However, experts said the latest temperature data offered further 
evidence that United Nations’ theories and forecasts surrounding 


alleged catastrophic man-made global warming are simply wrong. 

Perhaps the most broadly overlooked element in the latest data 
presented by NOAA and NASA is the fact that, as THE NEw 
AMERICAN has been reporting for months, Antarctic sea ice ex- 
tent was at never-before-seen highs throughout much of 2013. 
In March of last year, meanwhile, ice coverage was the second 
greatest on record. The previous record highs were set in 2012, 
only to be overtaken in 2013. 

Arctic sea ice coverage, while still below the four-decade av- 
erage, also grew significantly in 2013 over the previous three 
years, the latest data from NASA and NOAA showed. Despite 
predictions of an “ice-free” Arctic in the summer of 2013 made 
by NASA-linked “climate scientists” and Al Gore, polar sea ice 
in the Northern Hemisphere grew by more than 50 percent over 
2012 levels. 

As NASA, NOAA, and the UN were busy defending their 
theories in the face of an increasingly skeptical public and vast 
amounts of evidence suggesting that their claims are wrong, a 
growing number of independent experts were starting to publicly 
predict global cooling. Citing declining solar activity, more and 
more scientists now say that the Earth is entering what may prove 
to be a long period of declining temperatures — with potentially 
devastating consequences for humanity. 


Poll Shows 53 Percent Think Obama Administration Incompetent 


More than half of the respondents in a Quinnipiac University poll 
released January 22 said the Obama administration is not compe- 
tent in running the government. Only 42 percent of them answered 
“Yes” when asked, “Do you think in general the Obama admin- 
istration has been competent in running the government or don’t 
you think so?” The “No” responses came from 53 percent of those 
queried, while five percent said they didn’t know or had no answer. 

The survey was conducted January 15-19 by the Polling Insti- 
tute of Quinnipiac University in Hamden, Connecticut. Pollsters 
questioned 1,933 registered voters nationwide in interviews con- 
ducted over both landlines and cellphones. 

The president’s ratings remain low on “character measures” 
as well, according to the poll, with 49 percent of respondents 
saying he is not “honest and trustworthy” and 46 percent saying 
he is. Ironically, in a poll where a majority judges the president’s 
administration not competent, a plurality, albeit a narrow one, 
judges the chief executive to be a “strong leader’; 49 percent say 
he is and 48 percent say he is not. 

The president’s overall approval rating is negative as well, with 
40 percent saying they approve of his handling of the job, and 
54 percent registering disapproval. The overall numbers cover a 
sharp divide based on party affiliations, with 79 percent of Demo- 
crats expressing approval and 16 percent voicing disapproval of 
the president. Only eight percent of Republicans approved of 
the president’s job performance, while 89 percent disapproved. 
Obama drew a negative rating from Independents as well, with 36 


percent saying they approve of his performance versus 58 percent 
who disapprove. In the breakdown by ideology, the president held 
a narrow margin of approval, 48-47 percent, among those who 
call themselves moderates. Those describing themselves as lib- 
erals approved of his job performance by a hefty 73-20 percent, 
while conservatives disapproved by 78-17 percent. 

Among Democrats, 80 percent judged the administration to 
be competent, with 17 percent finding it incompetent. Only four 
percent of Republicans expressed confidence in the competence 
level at the White House, while 86 percent found the administra- 
tion lacking in that regard. Only 39 percent of Independents said 
they found the Obama team competent, compared to 58 percent 
judging it incompetent. 


AP Images 
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Connecticut Gun Owners Fail to Register; Officials Push “Amnesty” 


After Connecticut enacted one of the most draconian gun-con- 
trol regimes in America, official estimates suggest that the over- 
whelming majority of the citizens targeted by the new laws failed 
to comply. Now, despite resistance by the governor, state law- 
makers are reportedly “scrambling” to come up with a possible 
amnesty plan, allowing gun owners to register past the deadline. 

According to news reports, some 50,000 newly mislabeled 
“assault weapons” and 40,000 so-called high-capacity maga- 
zines (10 or more rounds) were registered by the January 1 
deadline. However, estimates and an official report by the Con- 
necticut Office of Legislative Research issued before the new 
law suggest there are many, many more that went unregistered. 
Massive noncompliance with gun-registration schemes has been 


the norm in the United States and abroad, experts pointed out 
— and analysts say that is likely what happened in Connecticut. 

Noting that the real number of “large-capacity” magazines 
in the state was unknown, the Connecticut Office of Legisla- 
tive Research report noted that it “could be in the tens of mil- 
lions.” Estimates on the number of guns subject to the legisla- 
tion, meanwhile, indicate that there may be as many as 500,000. 
Based on those figures, analysts suggested that perhaps less 
than 10 percent — possibly even less than five percent — of 
the items subject to the new gun-control regime were registered 
by the deadline. 

Connecticut lawmakers are now reportedly seeking to offer 
“amnesty” in an apparent bid to raise compliance levels. “It had 
come to my attention and the attention of others that many people 
who were attempting in good faith to comply with the law ... 
were not able to because of what I would argue were circum- 
stances not under their control,’ Senate Minority Leader John 
McKinney (R-Fairfield) told the Hartford Courant January 22. 

Gun rights proponents ridiculed state officials for expecting 
citizens to comply with the oppressive gun-control regime. “So, 
tens, if not hundreds of thousands of people waited until the 
last absolute second to send in this paperwork? I’m thinking 
not,” said Dan Cannon at GunsSaveLives.net on January 23. “I 
think this ‘amnesty’ deal is a chance for anti-gun politicians to 
try and save face after a massive civil disobedience movement 
was discovered.” 


Swedes Choose Private Insurance Over Socialized Medicine 


According to the January 17 Swedish edition of The Local, an 
English-language European news site, hundreds of thousands of 
Swedes, nominally entitled to “free” taxpayer-funded healthcare, 
are opting to pay extra for private health insurance in an effort 
to obtain the speedy, high-quality care they are being denied by 
the public system. 

The exact number of Swedes covered by private insurance is 
a bit difficult to ascertain, but it is at least half a million and 
possibly close to one million — and growing rapidly. This is a 
significant number in a country of around 9.6 million people, 
roughly as many as the Chicago metro area. In 2011, The Local 
reported that “private healthcare insurance plans have grown a 
whopping 400 percent in a decade.” 

“Long queues are one of the main complaints for consumers 
of Sweden’s public healthcare services, with patients sometimes 
forced to wait as much as fifteen times longer for treatment com- 
pared to private options,” The Local observed, noting in another 
article that “visitors are sometimes surprised to learn about year- 
long waiting times for cancer patients.” 

Besides the wait times, there is the inevitable poor care, the 
result of a lack of a profit motive for healthcare providers and 
the rationing of care by bureaucrats. In a July 2013 article for the 
Ludwig von Mises Institute, native Swede Klaus Bernpainter re- 
called: “It was recently revealed in one of the major newspapers 


that doctors were told to prioritize patients based on their value 
as future taxpayers.... Old people naturally have a low future-tax- 
payer-value, so they naturally became low priority in the machine 
and less likely to receive proper treatment.” 

Eighty percent of Swedes with private insurance are obtaining 
it through their employers, which means they are still paying for 
it indirectly via lower wages, a tradeoff they appear willing to 
make for the sake of their health. 

Of course, in Sweden, as in the United States, one thing re- 
mains constant: The politicians refuse to subject themselves to 
the same laws to which they subject everyone else. In Sweden, 
wrote Bernpainter, “the politicians have private health care, 
though, naturally paid for by taxpayers.” In America, Congress 
exempts itself from ObamaCare. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Wall Street Journal Takes Notice: Nullification “Trend Is Spreading” 


Nullification! — 


that nullification is unconstitutional, others view nullifi- 

cation as a proper and constitutional approach for check- 
ing federal overreach and are working to apply this approach 
through state legislatures. Taking notice, the Wall Street Journal 
published an article on its website for January 17 sketching the 
various efforts across the country to nullify unconstitutional acts 
of the federal government. 

As the Journal article reported, state legislators in California, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, West Virginia, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, and Indiana are stepping up and stopping the enforce- 
ment of various federal acts within the borders of their states. 

The “trend,” the author writes, is “spreading.” Specifically men- 
tioned in the Wall Street Journal piece are federal attempts to regu- 
late firearm possession, to build National Security Agency (NSA) 
listening posts in several states, and to force Americans regardless 
of ability or desire to purchase an approved health insurance plan. 

Regarding this last overreach, the Wall Street Journal reported, 
“Conservative lawmakers in at least seven states have proposed 
laws that would prohibit state agencies and officials from help- 
ing the federal government implement the federal healthcare law 
and would authorize the state’s attorney general to sue violators.” 

In “clarification” of its article on nullification, the Wall Street 
Journal noted: 


A Ithough some self-described “conservatives” now claim 


An earlier version of this post stated that such state laws 
seem to implicate the U.S. constitution’s Supremacy Clause, 
which says that federal law trumps state law when the two 
conflict. Rather, such laws might be allowed under Supreme 
Court rulings that, with some exceptions, prevent Congress 
from compelling state officials to execute federal law. 


That update corrected half of the mistake, but revealed another 
error. The “Supremacy Clause” (as some wrongly call it) of Ar- 
ticle VI does not declare that federal laws are the supreme law of 
the land without qualification. What it says is that the Constitu- 
tion “and laws of the United States made in pursuance thereof” 
are the supreme law of the land. 

Read that again: “in pursuance thereof,’ not in violation 
thereof. If an act of Congress is not permissible under any enu- 


merated power given to it in the Constitu- 
tion, it was not made in pursuance of the 
Constitution and therefore not only is not 
the supreme law of the land, but it is not 
the law at all. 

To his credit, the author of the Wall 
Street Journal article mentions that a Su- 
preme Court ruling “might” “prevent Con- 
gress from compelling state officials to 
execute federal law.” Although he doesn’t 
identify it, the tactic referred to by the au- 
thor is a well-established principle of fed- 
eralism called anti-commandeering. 

Put simply, anti-commandeering pro- 
hibits the federal government from forcing 
states to participate in any federal program that does not concern 
“international and interstate matters.” 

While this expression of federalism (“dual sovereignty,” as it 
was named by Justice Antonin Scalia) was first set forth in the 
case of New York v. United States (1992), most recently it was 
reaffirmed by the high court in the case of Mack and Printz v. 
United States (1997). 

Former Arizona Sheriff Richard Mack was one of the named 
plaintiffs in the latter landmark case, and on the website of his 
organization, the Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers As- 
sociation, he recounts the basic facts of the case: 


The Mack/Printz case was the case that set Sheriff Mack on 
a path of nationwide renown as he and Sheriff Printz sued 
the Clinton administration over unconstitutional gun control 
measures, were eventually joined by other sheriffs for a total 
of seven, went all the way to the Supreme Court and won. 

There is much more “ammo” in this historic and liberty- 
saving Supreme Court ruling. We have been trying to get 
state and local officials from all over the country to read 
and study this most amazing ruling for almost two decades. 
Please get a copy of it today and pass it around to your 
legislators, county commissioners, city councils, state reps, 
even governors! 

The Mack/Printz ruling makes it clear that the states do 
not have to accept orders from the feds! 


When the federal government assumes powers not explicitly 
granted to it in the Constitution, it puts the states on the road 
toward obliteration and citizens on the road to enslavement. 

Although it is encouraging to read about its growth in the pages 
of the mainstream press, the need for nullification to continue 
spreading is great. The government in Washington, D.C., is out of 
control, and it is time for every citizen to demand that every state 
legislator perform his constitutionally imposed duty to protect 
the Constitution. 

The best way to do this is to reverence our founding document 
by educating ourselves as to the legitimate relationship between 
the states and the feds and then insist that the limits on power 
established in the Constitution are respected and enforced. Ml 
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Push for “Free Trade” Agreements Gathers Steam 

“The Obama administration hopes to close a Trans-Pacific Partner- 

ship (TPP) deal this year. The U.S. is also combining geoeconomics 

with geopolitics by negotiating a Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership (TTIP) with the European Union.” 

Robert Zoellick, a former president of the World Bank and former U.S. 

trade representative, has never ceased promoting moves that would lead 

to a world government. He knows that economic union is regularly fol- 

lowed by political union, a goal of New World Order advocates. Robert 
Zoellick 


AP Images 


China Prosecutes Well-known Human Rights Activist 
“THe is charged with] assembling a crowd to disrupt order in a public place.” 

On trial in the Chinese courts, where defendants are rarely found innocent, law professor Xu Zhiyong 
fully expects to spend several years in prison for what his lawyer, Zhang Qingfang, knows would be 
an exercise of free speech in almost every other country. 


Legal Marijuana in Colorado Raises Concern About Its Use by Car Drivers 

“Driving under the influence remains illegal, no matter what the substance.” 

Colorado State Trooper Josh Lewis warns that customary techniques, including the one-legged stand, 
will be used to test whether drivers should not be behind the wheel. 


Don’t Expect Any Curtailment of the Obama 

Power Grab by the Nation’s Highest Court 

“Over time, language in the Constitution takes on a somewhat differ- 
ent meaning.” 

Justice Stephen Breyer is only one of several Supreme Court justices 
who believe that the Constitution is an evolving document subject to 
change without amendment. 


Former Professor Issues Bleak 

Opinion of Current College Atmosphere 

Stephen “The current campus is unsustainable and we are beginning to see its 
Breyer decline as online courses and for-profit technical schools usurp its 
—_— students. The liberal arts are not nurtured and protected for another 
generation in the university. Instead, their umbilical cords have become cut with the cleaver of race/ 
class/gender no-nothingism.” 

In a wide-ranging and very dim view of the existing atmosphere at most campuses, Hoover Institution 
Fellow Victor Davis Hanson sees severely declining value in sending young people to most colleges 
and universities. 
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Slow Enrollment of Young People in ObhamaCare 

“There’s no way to spin it. Youth enrollment has been a bust so far.” 
Brendan Buck, a spokesman for House Speaker John Boehner, notes that those who are signing up for 
the new federal healthcare program tend to be older and potentially 
less healthy, which means that premiums will likely rise. 


Former U.S. Commander in Iraq 
Laments Takeover of Iraq’s Fallujah by Militants 
“The men and women of the American armed forces did everything 
they could for the Iraqi people in the time we were there and [success 
in] Fallujah was the exclamation point on that whole effort.” 
Retired General George Casey, Jr., the leader of the U.S. effort in 
Traq from 2004-2007, finds it disconcerting to realize that forces of 
al-Qaeda have recently taken control of the largest cities in Anbar 
province where, only a few years ago, there were many American 
casualties. Mi 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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The IMF is grabbing for total control with its proposed unlimited bailouts, global wealth 
tax, and “macroprudential policies.” 


by William F. Jasper 


G | went to sleep Friday as a rich 


man. I woke up a poor man. I 
lost all my money.” That was the 
tearful lament of 65-year-old John Deme- 
triou, who lives in the fishing village of 
Leopetri on Cyprus’ southern coast. In one 


10 


fell swoop, he lost his life savings — the 
result of 35 years of hard work and thrift 
— in the “capital levy” imposed on Cy- 
prus by the International Monetary Fund, 
the European Commission, and the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank (ECB), a trio com- 
monly known as the Troika. 

In March of last year, the Troika an- 


nounced that as part of its deal for resolv- 
ing the Cypriot banking/financial crisis, 
Cyprus would have to impose a “one-off 
capital levy,” a one-time tax on savings 
deposits in Cypriot banks. This was sold 
to the public globally and in the EU as 
a necessary and just solution because 
Cyprus had become a haven for money 
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laundering and Russian “oligarchs.” 
However, it was small depositors, not the 
big speculators, institutional bondhold- 
ers, or Russian billionaires, who took the 
hit. According to reports from Cypriot, 
Italian, and German media, as much as 
20 billion euros fled Cypriot banks in the 
early months of 2013, with 4.5 billion 
euros taking flight in just the week be- 
fore the banks were closed and accounts 
frozen. Some of the “smart money” folks 
who were in the early capital flight, un- 
doubtedly, were merely savvy savers who 
could see the writing on the wall and 
wisely moved their assets before the poli- 
ticians could grab them. But credible re- 
ports charge that Cypriot president Nikos 
Anastasiades and Troika officials warned 
insider banking friends about the com- 
ing “haircut,” thus allowing those most 
responsible for the financial debacle to 
escape the levy, and leaving Demetriou, 
and tens of thousands like him, to foot 
the bill. 

“Tt’s not Russian money, it’s not black 
money. It’s my money,” Demetriou told 
the Sydney Morning Herald. Demetriou 
fled to Australia from Cyprus with his 
wife and children in the early 1970s, dur- 
ing the country’s war with Turkey. Start- 
ing with nothing, he worked long hours six 
and seven days a week selling jewelry in 
the Sydney area markets. He retired to his 
native Cyprus in 2007, having amassed a 
respectable nest egg of nearly $1 million. 
He intended to build a home and have 
sufficient money to live comfortably and 
take care of his medical expenses. But 
those hopes and dreams have been largely 
wiped out; he may end up losing up to 90 
percent of his savings. 

Demetriou is but one of the many vic- 
tims devastated by the Cypriot “haircut.” 
For many of them, especially elderly 
pensioners unable to go out and work to 
recoup the losses, a more accurate de- 
scription would be “amputation,” or even 
“decapitation.” 

However, regardless which anatomical 
metaphor is adopted, the key point is that 
the IMF-imposed “levy” should be named 
for what it truly was: a very brazen form of 
state confiscation, theft, robbery, plunder. 
And it represents a dangerous new phase 
in the politico-economic development 
of the “new world order.” It is not mere 
chance that the “capital levy” for common 
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depositors was first tried on 
tiny Cyprus. With a popula- 
tion of barely a million and 
accounting for merely 0.2 
percent of the eurozone GDP, 
Cyprus is an easy mark, and 
— from the standpoint of the 
Troika globalists — a good 
experimental case. 

But to those who are pay- 
ing attention, the signals 
are unmistakable that the 
lords of finance in the cen- 
tral banking fraternity do not view this 
as a “one-off” event; they plan to use 
this “tool” very broadly in the coming 
months. Indeed, the IMF and top central 
banking maestros have already said so, 
as we will show. And we are already see- 
ing permutations of this (as in Poland) 
with the nationalization of private pen- 
sion funds, and replays (as in Canada 
and New Zealand), with proposals for 
Cyprus-style depositor “bail-ins.” But 
the big prize being eyed, of course, is 
the United States. If you think that what 
has happened to Cyprus and Poland can’t 
happen here, you may end up, tragically, 
like John Demetriou, destitute and pau- 
perized. Not only that, but you may find 
that, like the Cypriots, you have lost your 
freedom, your independence, and nation- 
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al sovereignty; that the policies affecting 
you most directly are being dictated by 
international bankers and bureaucrats 
beyond accountability through elections 
and national laws. 

What the Cyprus/Poland experiences 
have very dramatically shown is that 
when the IMF and its allied politicians, 
economists, and central bankers start talk- 
ing about “capital levies” it’s time to hide 
every penny you can. What they really 
mean is they intend to confiscate anything 
they can find: savings accounts, checking 
accounts, investments, pensions, home 
equity. But that is not all. In addition to 
a globally coordinated wave of “capital 
levy” taxation, the IMF/central banks axis 
of evil is also pushing an agenda of global 
inflation (under the labels of “stimulus” 


Cyprus “bail-in”: People wait in line for hours to enter a branch of the Bank of Cyprus in Nicosia 
on March 28, 2013, the first day banks had been open in nearly two weeks, since the IMF- 
imposed “capital levy” confiscated much of their savings. 
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Helping themselves, not us: Eurozone chief Jeroen Dijsselbloem, who engineered the Cyprus 
“bail-in,” taking the savings of depositors, said it will be a template for future seizures. 


and “quantitative easing”) and global 
regulation (under the label of “macropru- 
dential policy”). Global taxation, inflation, 
and regulation — all of which are aimed 
at confiscating global economic wealth — 
are a path to concentrating, and then con- 
fiscating, global political power. 


Taking the Cyprus Tax Global 

In October 2013, a study in the IMF’s Fis- 
cal Monitor entitled “Taxing Times” sent 
shivers and shocks through the financial 
world. Among the most jarring proposals 
in the 107-page report is the suggestion of a 
“one-off capital levy.” Following so closely 
on the heels of the IMF’s Cyprus levy, the 
implications are ominous, to say the least. 
According to the IMF’s “Taxing Times”: 


The sharp deterioration of the public 
finances in many countries has re- 


vived interest in a “capital levy” —a 
one-off tax on private wealth — as 
an exceptional measure to restore 
debt sustainability. The appeal is that 
such a tax, if it is implemented before 
avoidance is possible and there is a 
belief that it will never be repeated, 
does not distort behavior (and may 
be seen by some as fair). There have 
been illustrious supporters, including 
Pigou, Ricardo, Schumpeter, and — 
until he changed his mind — Keynes. 


Get that? It has to be sold as a one-time 
event that will never be repeated, an “ex- 
ceptional measure” for “sustainability.” 
And it has to be sprung suddenly, so that 
savers can’t run to the bank and pull out 
their funds. That involves imposing “bank 
holidays” and other “capital controls,” 
which we will discuss further on. 

So, how much are they 
planning to take? The IMF 
authors state: 


The tax rates needed to 
bring down public debt to 
pre-crisis levels are siz- 
able: reducing debt ratios 
to end-2007 levels would 
require a tax rate 
of about 10 percent on 
households with positive 
net worth. 


Romain Hatchuel, the managing partner of 
asset-manager Square Advisors, wars that 
the IMF proposal signals a huge danger. In 
a Wall Street Journal article of December 
3, 2013, entitled “The Coming Global 
Wealth Tax,” Hatchuel noted that the IMF 
levy would be much higher for the United 
States than 10 percent, and could surpass 
70 percent! Hatchuel explained: 


As the IMF calculates, the ... rev- 
enue-maximizing [tax] rate ... is 
around 60 percent, way above exist- 


ing levels. 

For the USS., it is [between] 56% 
and 71% — far more than the current 
45% paid ... by those in the top tax 
bracket... 

From New York to London ... 
powerful economic players are de- 
ciding that with an ever-deteriorating 
global fiscal outlook, conventional 
levels and methods of taxation will 
no longer suffice. That makes weap- 
ons of mass wealth destruction — 
such as the IMF’s one-off capital levy 
... — likelier by the day. 


Weapons of mass wealth destruction in- 
deed — and wealth transfer to those who 
are politically connected. And if you be- 
lieve that this would be a one-time (or 
“one-off’) event, you probably still be- 
lieve the promises that the Greek bailout 
would be a one-off event, or that under 
ObamaCare if you want to keep your cur- 
rent insurance plan or your current physi- 
cian, you can keep them. Period. 

The IMF study reignited the fears and 
fury that had erupted months earlier, in 
March, owing to remarks by eurozone 
chief Jeroen Dijsselbloem that the Cyprus 
levy on bank accounts could be a template 
for dealing with similar banking crises 
across Europe. In a March 25 interview 
with the Financial Times and Reuters, 
Dijsselbloem said the Cyprus gambit 
would be repeated elsewhere “if neces- 
sary.” Those remarks triggered immediate 
declines in European markets, prompting 
the eurozone finance ministers to come 
up with a reversal on March 26 asserting, 
“The Cypriot program is not a template, 
but measures are tailor-made to the very 
exceptional Cypriot situation.” 

However, three months later, on June 
26, the eurozone finance ministers re- 
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versed their reversal and confirmed that 
more capital levies (which they some- 
times euphemistically refer to as “stabil- 
ity fees” and “stability levies”) would 
indeed be the model for dealing with 
troubled banks. “For the first time, we 
agreed on a significant bail-in to shield 
taxpayers,” Dijsselbloem announced, 
after a seven-hour, late-night huddle with 
the other finance ministers. 


Bailout or Bail-in? 

“Bail-in.” That’s another of the crafty 
neologisms the weasels of finance have 
coined to throw off the bumpkins who are 
rebelling against further taxpayer-funded 
bank bailouts. In a bail-in, supposedly, 
the bondholders (mostly institutions) and 
bank shareholders, followed by savings 
depositors, would foot the bill for risky 
bank portfolios (toxic mortgage-backed 
securities, for instance) that go sour. But 
as we’ve seen over and over again, the big 
insider institutions most responsible for 
the speculative bubbles get off the hook 
and leave others holding the bag. 

The usual enablers in the establishment 
media choir have been assisting in the 
subterfuge, pitching the new EU policy on 
capital levies as a boon relief to taxpayers 
and a long-overdue squeeze on “wealthy” 
investors and savers. “The European 
Union agreed ... to force investors and 
wealthy savers to share the costs of future 
bank failures, moving closer to drawing a 
line under years of taxpayer-funded bail- 
outs that have prompted public outrage,” 
reported Reuters on June 27, 2013. 

“The European Union spent the equiva- 
lent of a third of its economic output on 
saving its banks between 2008 and 2011,” 
noted the Reuters story, “using taxpayer 
cash but struggling to contain the crisis 
and — in the case of Ireland — almost 
bankrupting the country.” 

“But,” Reuters continued, “a bailout of 
Cyprus in March that forced losses on de- 
positors marked a harsher approach that 
can now, following [the June 27] agree- 
ment, be replicated elsewhere.” Can now 
... be replicated elsewhere — as the IMF 
study proposes. 

The voters/taxpayers are supposed to be 
so relieved by the announcement that their 
torturers will stop turning the thumbnail 
screws that they miss the follow-up mes- 
sage: The torture team will start pulling 
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toenails instead. But Team Hannibal Lec- 
tor at the IMF/ECB/EU Troika would, no 
doubt, put it more delicately: They will be 
switching from a stability manicure to a 
stability pedicure! 

How credible are the assurances that 
the new EU capital levies will be aimed at 
the big institutional gamers and not at the 
small depositors, the middle class savers? 
About as reliable as all of the previous 
broken promises that the politicians and 
central bankers have made regarding one 
bailout after another. After all, only one 
month before the Cyprus bail-in, Dijs- 
selbloem cobbled together a 3.7 billion 
euro taxpayer bailout/nationalization of 
SNS Reaal, the fourth-largest bank in the 
Netherlands, that was stuffed with zom- 
bie real estate loans. In that deal, Dijs- 
selbloem protected SNS Reaal’s senior 
bondholders, using the “too big to fail” 
argument in his explanation to the Dutch 
Parliament. The banking maestros real- 
ized that public anger over this and pre- 
vious bailouts had reached the point that 
required a new fleecing strategy. Voila!: 
the “bail-in” was born and packaged as 
the taxpayers’ friend. 

However, many economists, investors, 
financial advisors, economic analysts, 
pundits, and “plain Joes” recognize the 
confiscatory capital levy/bail-in for the 


government-sponsored theft that it truly is. 
Among the naysayers is famed investor/ 
author and commodities tycoon Jim Rog- 
ers. Following the annual meeting of cen- 
tral bankers in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, in 
August 2013, Rogers expressed his belief 
that the confab presaged a massive taxa- 
tion and inflation plundering campaign on 
the global level. “They’re going to take 
money wherever they can,” he warned. 
“They’re going to take our bank accounts 
and retirement accounts.” 

The “they” he refers to are the central 
bankers and their insider commercial 
banker colleagues — and national gov- 
ernments, which serve as the collection 
agencies for the bankers. “This is the first 
time in recorded history all the banks are 
printing money at the same time.... This is 
the first time we’ve had massive debase- 
ment [of currencies], and it’s going to end 
very badly no matter what they say,” Rog- 
ers said in a remote video interview with 
Greg Hunter of USAWatchdog.com. 

“Whether they keep printing or stop 
printing money globally, it is going to end 
badly,” Rogers continued. Rogers con- 
cluded by saying, “We’ve had perilous 
times, and it’s going to get worse.... It’s 
coming, be worried, be careful.” 

As we mentioned above, expropriating 
depositors’ bank savings is but one of the 
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Not subtle about empowering the IMF: IMF head Christine Lagarde held up her Louis Vuitton 


handbag at the 2012 World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, saying she had come “to 
collect a bit of money.” She is campaigning for nations to chip in for a $1 trillion IMF “firewall.” 
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“capital levy” options available to insatia- 
ble governments and central banks; state 
pensions and private pensions are also in- 
creasingly irresistible targets. Argentina’s 
President Cristina Kirchner kicked off the 
practice in 2008 with the nationalization 
of $30 billion in private 
pension holdings to pay 
off government debts. (To 
this she has added capital 
controls, such as limiting 
cash withdrawals using 
credit cards, which has 
led to massive foreign and 
domestic capital flight 
from Argentina, South 
America’s second largest 
economy). 

In 2009, the Irish gov- 
ernment raided the Na- 
tional Reserve Pension 
fund of 4 billion euros 
to rescue troubled banks. 
Then in 2010 it came 
back to clean out the 2.5 
billion euros that were 
left to cover government 
spending. Hungary fol- 
lowed the same course 
in 2010. Nationalizing 
private pensions was the 
beginning of a series of 
nationalizations of pri- 
vate companies to pay 
government debts. Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban 
has pushed government 
takeovers of energy, auto 
parts manufacturing, wa- 
terworks, and more. In 
September 2013, Poland’s 
Prime Minister, Donald 
Tusk, announced his gov- 
ernment’s confiscation 
of bonds held in private 
pension funds. It is using 
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these resources to feed the 
government’s ravenous ap- 
petite. With help and en- 
couragement from the IMF 
and central banks — and 
with virtually all govern- 
ments on non-stop spending 
binges — this trend is all but 
certain to escalate. 

In his January 28, 2014 
State of the Union address, 
President Obama provided a warning of 
things to come, announcing that he (with- 
out any authorization from Congress) was 
directing the U.S. Treasury to launch a 
new retirement savings bond program, the 
MyRA. He didn’t say “If you like your 


Siphoning your savings: The European Central Bank, headquartered in Frankfurt, 
Germany, together with the IMF and the European Commission, has confirmed 
that Cyprus-style expropriations will be replicated throughout the EU. 


current IRA or pension plan, you can keep 
it — period,” but does he need to? After 
the ObamaCare experience, anyone above 
room temperature should be able to rec- 
ognize another mandatory, statist program 
coming their way. 


Globalized Inflation 
But direct confiscation of assets isn’t the 
only — or even the chief — plan of the 
tuling elites to purloin your wealth; the 
more traditional means by which govern- 
ments accomplish this is by increasing 
the money supply (inflation), which robs 
everyone by stealing some of the value of 
each dollar in each wallet, purse, mattress, 
savings account, checking account, pension 
fund, mutual fund, IRA, 
etc. Since the start of the 
2008 financial crisis, the 
world’s central banks have 
been pumping out trillions 
of dollars, euros, pounds, 
yen, and other currencies 
in an unprecedented co- 
ordinated orgy of global 
“stimulus.” Nevertheless, 
say the money maestros, 
even more of the same is 
urgently needed to spare 
us from the imminent 
threat of deflation! The 
new year was barely out 
of the starting gate when 
Christine Lagarde, manag- 
ing director of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, 
announced at a speech in 
Washington, D.C., that she 
has set her sights on slay- 
ing the “ogre of deflation,” 
a term she mentioned more 
than once. Speaking at the 
National Press Club on 
January 15, 2014, the IMF 
chief warned: “With infla- 
tion running below many 
central banks’ targets, we 
see rising risks of deflation, 
which could prove disas- 
trous for the recovery.” “If 
inflation is the genie,” she 
said, “then deflation is the 
ogre that must be fought 
decisively.” 

“This crisis still lin- 
gers,” said Lagarde, but 
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continued: “Yet, optimism is in the air: 
the deep freeze is behind, and the horizon 
is brighter.” 

But attaining that bright horizon will 
mean empowering Lagarde and her fel- 
low banking maestros with vast new au- 
thority — and mountains of cash. “Getting 
beyond the crisis still requires a sustained 
and substantial policy effort, coordina- 
tion, and the right policy mix,” declared 
the IMF’s panjandrum. Key ingredients 
of that mix, she has said again and again, 
are expanded government spending (i.e., 
“stimulus”) and expanded money supply 
(1.e., “quantitative easing”). Lagarde and 
her central banker cohorts refer to these 
policies as “unconventional monetary 
policies” or UMP. 

Quantitative easing, or QE, has become 
a fairly familiar term to many Americans 
since the Federal Reserve System intro- 
duced it in 2008. It began with the pur- 
chase of hundreds of billions of dollars 
of toxic mortgage-backed securities from 
troubled institutions. By June of 2010, 
the Fed purchases had ballooned to more 
than $2.1 trillion and included mortgage- 
backed securities, bank debt, and U.S. 
Treasury securities. By November 2010, 
the Fed was ready to launch QE2, the 
second round of “quantitative easing,” re- 
sulting in purchases of more hundreds of 
billions of dollars of bad loans and Trea- 
sury bonds. In September 2012 the Fed 
launched one of its most audacious UMP 
programs, which became known as QE3, 
to begin an open-ended, indefinite month- 
ly purchase of mortgage-backed securities 
and Treasury debt instruments. Critics 
dubbed it “QE-Infinity.” After only three 
months, the Fed bumped up its purchases 
from the already astronomical sum of $40 
billion per month to $85 billion per month. 
In December 2013 the Fed announced that 
it would be “tapering” its monthly pur- 
chases to $75 billion per month beginning 
in January 2014. 

From the start of QE1, millions of 
Americans recognized that it was a gi- 
gantic fraud through which the Fed was 
transferring the loss of trillions of dollars 
in bad loans and government debt from the 
“too big to fail” banks on Wall Street to the 
middle class/working class folks on Main 
Street. Millions more Americans began to 
catch on when a partial audit of the Fed 
by the General Accountability Office 
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Gathering of vultures: Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke (left) and Governor of the Bank 
of Israel (now vice chairman of the Fed) Stanley Fischer talk together outside the annual Jackson 


Hole, Wyoming, confab of central bankers. 


(GAO) in 2011 — thanks to legislation 
sponsored by congressman and presiden- 
tial candidate Ron Paul — pried open the 
Fed’s secret records and revealed that tril- 
lions of dollars had been funneled into the 
world’s biggest and wealthiest banks and 
corporations: JPMorgan Chase, Citigroup, 
Morgan Stanley, Merrill Lynch, Bank of 
America, Barclays, Bear Stearns, Gold- 
man Sachs, HSBC, Royal Bank of Scot- 
land, and others. 

The Fed is not the only central bank 
that is plundering the savers and taxpay- 
ers for the benefit of the banking and cor- 
porate elites; the European Central Bank 
(ECB), the Bank of England (BOE), and 
most other central banks have joined 
in the extortion game, insisting that the 
UMP bailouts and “stimulus” programs 
are necessary to avoid “systemic risk,” 
“contagion,” and “global meltdown.” 
But every dollar that the Fed creates out 
of thin air subtracts a dollar’s worth of 
value from the supply of dollars already 
in existence and transfers that value to 
the government, or to the central banks 
and their commercial banking colleagues. 
And we’re talking about tens of trillions 
of those dollars created in the past six 
years. Everyday Americans eventually 
experience the pain of the eroding value 
of the dollar in the form of price increases 


on everything from food, gasoline, cloth- 
ing, appliances, and cars to housing and 
utility bills. 


The “Parked Reserves” Avalanche 
What has mystified many market observ- 
ers is that despite unprecedented levels of 
money creation by the central banks since 
the beginning of the 2008 crisis, the infla- 
tionary effects of all that activity have not 
materialized as expected. Gold prices and 
other commodity prices are down, defy- 
ing conventional wisdom. Why? The an- 
swer is UMP — unconventional monetary 
policy. More specifically, it is the Fed’s 
UMP decision to pay interest on “excess 
reserves.” As we have explained previ- 
ously in these pages (“Now, More Than 
Ever, Time to Audit the Fed,” February 
20, 2012), in 2008 the Fed began an un- 
precedented policy of paying commercial 
banks billions of dollars in interest to keep 
trillions of dollars “parked” in what are 
known as “excess reserves,” rather than 
lending those dollars out to individuals 
and businesses. 

Doug French, president of the Mises In- 
stitute, explained the excess reserves situ- 
ation in a December 2013 article for Casey 
Research entitled “A Fed Policy Change 
That Will Increase the Gold Price.” 

“Commercial banks are required a keep 
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a certain amount of money on deposit at 
the Fed based upon how much they hold in 
customer deposits,” French noted. “Bank- 
ing being a leveraged business, bankers 
don’t normally keep any more money than 
they have to at the Fed so they can use the 
money to make loans or buy securities and 
earn interest. Anything extra 
they keep at the Fed is called 
excess reserves.” 
French continued: 


Up until when Lehman 
Brothers failed in Sep- 
tember of 2008, excess 
reserves were essentially 
zero. A month later, the 
central bank began pay- 
ing banks 25 basis points 
on these reserves and five 
years later banks — mostly 
the huge mega-banks — 
have $2.5 trillion parked in 
excess reserves. 


“T heard a bank stock analyst 
tell an investment crowd this 
past summer the banks don’t 
really benefit from the 25 
basis points,” said French, 
“but we’re talking $6.25 bil- 
lion a year in income the 
banks have been receiving 
courtesy of a change made 
during the panicked heart of 
bailout season 2008. This has 
been a pure government sub- 
sidy to the banking industry, 
and one the public has been 
blissfully ignorant of.” 

“But now everything looks 
rosy in Bankland again,” 
French noted. “The banks 
collectively made $36 billion 
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in the third quarter [of 2013] 
after earning over $42 billion 
the previous quarter — show- 
ing big profits by reserving a 
fraction of what they had pre- 
viously for loan losses.” 

Yes, while Main Street 
businesses have been unable 
to get loans, the Wall Street 
cronies with ties to the Fed 
have had no trouble with li- 
quidity. And the banks have 
no incentive to make loans, 
as long as the Fed keeps paying them not to. 

However, the Fed could stop paying in- 
terest and cause those excess reserves to 
be released. And the Fed could spring that 
on us at any time, with calamitous results 
for everyone — except, of course, for Fed 
insiders, who would know ahead of time 


Jim Rogers, investment guru and commodity tycoon, warned about global 
financial institutions, “They’re going to take money wherever they can.... 
They’re going to take our bank accounts and retirement accounts.” 


and could reap huge profits from every- 
one else’s losses. Steve Hanke, professor 
of applied economics at Johns Hopkins 
University, explains that the Fed creates 
roughly 15 percent of the money supply 
(what he calls “state money”), while the 
banks create “bank money,” which is the 
remaining 85 percent of the money supply. 
This is the fraudulent “magic” of fraction- 
al-reserve banking under the Fed, which 
allows banks to issue several dollars in 
loans for every dollar actually held in re- 
serve. When the pent-up “parked excess 
reserves” are let loose, they could expand 
to several times $2.5 trillion, unleashing 
an inflationary avalanche. 

The European Central Bank, the Bank of 
England, and other central banks have been 
pursuing parallel actions. “The continental 
European and US experiences with excess 
reserves since the onset of the 
present crisis have been simi- 
lar,” writes Walker F. Todd in 
The Problem of Excess Re- 
serves, Then and Now, pub- 
lished by the Levy Econom- 
ics Institute of Bard College 
in May 2013. According to 
the Todd study, “The ECB 
experience has been roughly 
comparable to the Fed’s ex- 
perience: Much monetary 
creation and much expan- 
sion of the balance sheet and 
monetary base producing 
comparatively little credit 
expansion.” 

And, like the Fed, the 
ECB could reverse its ex- 
cess reserve policy at any 
moment, swamping mar- 
kets with pent-up euros. 
Considering the size of the 
excess reserve overhang, 
the unprecedented nature of 
the central banks’ payment 
of interest on them, and 
the devastating potential of 
their release, it is incred- 
ible (and unconscionable) 
that the mainstream media 
financial reporters and pun- 
dits have almost completely 
ignored this elephant hiding 
under the doily. Ditto for 
the politicians (both liberal 
and conservative) who prat- 
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tle on about the financial crisis, denounc- 
ing corruption and special interests, while 
prostrating themselves in obeisance be- 
fore the banking lobby. 


Macrofraudential Policies 

Over the past century, virtually every na- 
tion has established a central bank, and 
all have adopted the fraudulent practice 
of fractional-reserve banking. And like 
the U.S. Federal Reserve System, they 
tend to operate under a veil of secrecy, 
exempt from the audits that all other 
government agencies and private corpo- 
rations are subjected to. Many of them, 
like the Federal Reserve, have an enor- 
mous conflict of interest built into them 
in that they are hybrid monstrosities, nei- 
ther fish nor fowl. The Federal Reserve 
banks are privately owned but enjoy 
special government-conferred privileges 
and status. 

The activities of the world’s central 
banks have become increasingly coordi- 
nated and knit together on the global level 
through the Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS) in Basel, Switzerland, the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank (ECB) in Frankfurt, 
Germany, and the IMF, which is based in 
Washington, D.C. The BIS, ECB, and IMF 
have been working hand-in-glove with 
the Fed and the major Wall Street bank- 
sters to craft “macroprudential policies” 
that now threaten everyone on the planet. 
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of New York and “former” Goldman Sachs man, is also chairman of the Committee on the Global 
Financial System (CGFS) at the Bank for International Settlements in Basel, Switzerland. 


In order to promote stability and protect 
ourselves against “systemic risk” say the 
“macro” advocates, we must grant central 
banks — the people and institutions most 
responsible for the global financial crisis 
— more powers to regulate every aspect 
of economic life. 

The Committee on the Global Finan- 
cial System (CGFS), headquartered at 
the BIS in Basel, has taken the lead on 
macroprudential policies. William C. 
Dudley is chairman of the CGFS; he is 
also president and chief executive officer 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
(and former chief economist for Goldman 
Sachs). In May 2010, the CGFS issued 
“CGFS Papers No 38: Macroprudential 
instruments and frameworks.” The IMF, 
the Fed, the Bank of England, the ECB, 
and other central banks and their pet 
economists in academe have been jump- 
ing on board the macroprudential wagon. 
This is an expanded replay of the decep- 
tion that resulted in the creation of the 
Federal Reserve System 100 years ago. 
As today, people 
were furious at the 
Wall Street banks, 
following the finan- 
cial Panic of 1910- 
11. The Federal 
Reserve Act, which 
was packaged and 
marketed as a means 
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to put a leash on the Wall Street “Money 
Trust,” was actually secretly written by 
and supported by the leading players of 
the Money Trust. In reality, the act put a 
choke collar on the American economy 
and handed the leash to the Wall Street 
banks that own and control the Fed. It 
was one of the biggest reverse plays in 
history. Now the successors of the same 
Money Trust are trying to invest the IMF 
with the same powers on a global scale, 
as amply detailed, for instance, in G. Ed- 
ward Griffin’s The Creature From Jekyll 
Island (1994). They know if they can 
centralize and concentrate global finan- 
cial power, global political power will 
follow, as night follows day. 

In 2010, the U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives overwhelmingly passed Rep. Ron 
Paul’s “Audit the Fed” bill. The Wall 
Street manipulators and their bankster 
cronies at the Fed, the U.S. Treasury, and 
the world’s central banks were in a panic. 
They pulled out all stops and sabotaged 
the bill in the Senate, watering it down 
to a one-time, partial audit. Nevertheless, 
that “audit” revealed such breathtakingly 
gigantic plundering of the economy and 
such rampant corruption and criminality 
that it could not be quickly swept under 
the rug. For the first time since the cre- 
ation of the Fed a century earlier, Con- 
gressman Paul and liberty-minded forces 
were able to focus public attention on the 
globalist financial mafia that is stealing 
our wealth, our national sovereignty, and 
our liberty. The stakes are even higher 
now, and the American public may be 
more ripe than ever before to force a full 
audit of the Fed — as a first step to, ulti- 
mately, abolishing it, as well as terminat- 
ing our membership in and contributions 
to the IMF. 

That means relentlessly pressing your 
U.S. senators and congressman to sup- 
port, cosponsor, and vote for the Federal 
Reserve Transparency Act of 2013 (S. 209 
in the Senate and H.R. 24 in the House). 
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The War onthe 


Tea Party 


The Tea Party coalition in Congress is reviled by both 
establishment Democrats and Republicans — as well as 
mass media — but most claims against it are untrue. 


Liberty under assault: The Tea Party has been targeted by the Republican establishment for 
protecting the Bill of Rights, opposition to crony capitalism, and independent thinking on 


foreign wars. 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


he establishment is gunning for Tea 

Party congressmen who back civil 

liberties and oppose war, and is put- 

ting tens of millions of dollars on the line 

to defeat them in 2014. Congressman Keith 

Ellison (D-Minn.) claimed on MSNBC’s 
Now With Alex Wagner January 15: 


It’s often said this is not your father’s 
or grandfather’s Republican Party. 
It’s not even the Republican Party of 
five years ago. These folks have gone 
Tea Party over the edge and they’re 
obsessive. They’re extremists, and 
quite frankly, they’ve destroyed the 
Republican Party and used it only in 


name. The fact is, we haven’t done 
anything. We’ve only passed about 60 
bills. Most of them are suspensions, 
post office namings and a few of them 
have been bills to simply reopen the 
government after they shut it down. 


Ellison specifically complained on 
MSNBC about the unwillingness of Tea 
Party Republicans to back pet leftist 
causes, such as increasing the minimum 
wage, providing amnesty for illegal immi- 
grants, and transforming unemployment 
insurance into a long-term dole. 

Ellison and his cheerleaders on MSNBC 
— and other establishment television 
networks — have decried the increasing 
partisanship in Congress and attributed it 


almost exclusively to the Tea Party move- 
ment. But is the Tea Party responsible for 
this partisanship? 


Vitriol Over Nonexistent Votes 

A closer look at the actual voting records 
of congressmen associated with the Tea 
Party movement, alongside Republicans 
who have rejected the Tea Party, reveals a 
more complex picture within the Tea Party 
movement, led in the House by Congress- 
men Justin Amash (R-Mich.) and Thomas 
Massie (R-Ky.). 

The actual voting records reveal that 
Tea Party congressmen do not have mark- 
edly different voting habits on most eco- 
nomic issues from their GOP congress- 
men colleagues who don’t identify with 
the Tea Party movement — “moderate” 
GOP congressmen — though there may 
be some real differences on that front. Tea 
Party Republicans did lead the abortive ef- 
fort to defund ObamaCare last fall. 

Among those Republicans first elected 
in 2010 or 2012, House members who 
identified with the Tea Party movement 
(either members of the Tea Party Caucus 
or publicly associated with the Tea Party 
movement) scored a little better on THE 
NEw AMERICAN’S Freedom Index, which 
rates congressmen on their adherence to 
the Constitution and fiscal probity, an av- 
erage of 72 percent, compared with non- 
Tea Party Republicans, who scored an 
average of 64 percent. But the procedural 
stranglehold Republican House leaders 
and Democratic Senate leaders have had 
over the votes taken in recent years has 
guaranteed that votes are a measure of 
partisan loyalty rather than an indication 
of economic agenda or ideology. 

The leftist cry of Tea Party hyper-parti- 
sanism and extremism completely misfires 
as soon as one moves away from annual 
budget votes. Much of the difference be- 
tween Tea Party Republicans and their col- 
leagues has been on issues where the Tea 
Party Republicans moved across the aisle 
to vote with Democrats in favor of civil 
liberties and against unnecessary wars, or 
on issues of corporate subsidies that Demo- 
crats claim to oppose. THE NEw AMERICAN 
analyzed eight votes taken since the 2010 
elections and compared new Tea Party Re- 
publicans with non-Tea Party Republicans 
and found that Tea Party Republicans were 
twice as likely to vote in favor of civil liber- 
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ties, against crony capitalism, and against 
unnecessary wats. 

Democrats voted more reliably in favor 
of constitutionally protecting Americans’ 
data privacy and against indefinite deten- 
tion of Americans without trial than Repub- 
licans, even Tea Party-linked Republicans. 
But on issues such as passage of the Cyber 
Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act, a 
ban on indefinite detention of U.S. citizens 
without trial, or limits on NSA surveillance 
of Americans without a warrant, Tea Party 
Republicans were twice as likely as other 
Republicans to vote with the majority of 
Democrats to protect civil liberties than 
with their own party’s leadership. 

And there is a wide spectrum of opin- 
ion among Tea Party-linked members of 
Congress, from the libertarian-leaning 
Rep. Justin Amash of Michigan, Kentucky 
Sen. Rand Paul, and Rep. Thomas Massie 
to the more interventionist-minded Sen. 
Marco Rubio of Florida, Rep. Tom Cot- 
ton of Arkansas, and former Rep. Allen 
West of Florida. The former are reliable 
defenders of constitutionally protected lib- 
erties, while the latter are more inclined 
to establishment interventionism and less 
inclined to protect the Fourth Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. 

But even among the more intervention- 
ist-minded Tea Party candidates, there’s a 
measurable difference on civil liberties be- 
tween them and the establishment senators 
long hailed by the leftist media as para- 
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gons of compromise, such as John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.). 
While Graham and McCain were beat- 
ing the war drums to bomb Syria, Senator 
Rubio voted against air strikes upon Syria 
and said on September 4, 2013, “I have 
never supported the use of U.S. military 
force in the conflict. And I still don’t. I 
remain unconvinced that the use of force 
proposed here will work.” And while Rep. 
Cotton rose to defend the warrantless NSA 
surveillance of Americans during the 
House debate last summer alongside es- 
tablishment Republicans, interventionist- 
minded former Congressman Allen West 
has come around to expressing skepticism 
about the breadth of that surveillance. “We 
know who the enemy is, target the enemy, 
and get their records. Get their conversa- 
tions. Get their emails,” Allen West told 
NewsMax.com after Obama’s January 17 
address on the NSA. “But ... grandma, 
who is calling and sharing her hot apple 
pie recipe, does not need to be listened into 
by any surveillance agency.” 

So which Republicans are the most par- 
tisan? Which are the most “extreme”? 


Neocons’ Noses Bent Out of Shape 

The political Left is a tiny threat to the Tea 
Party movement — despite liberals’ domi- 
nance of traditional mass media — com- 
pared with the furious establishment GOP 
drive organizing to destroy the Tea Party 
movement. Senator John McCain lashed 


Dynamic duo of aggressive war: Though long championed by the mainstream press for their 
supposed “maverick” and “moderate” stances, Senators Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), left, and John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) beat the war drums for airstrikes against Syria, a nation that has never attacked 
the United States, and poses no security threat to America. 
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out at Amash, Paul, and Senator Ted Cruz 
(R-Texas) as “wacko birds” last spring. 
And Bush strategist Karl Rove launched 
into an all-out attack on House Liberty 
Caucus Chairman Justin Amash last sum- 
mer. (Amash has become the virtual leader 
of the Tea Party movement in the House, 
as Michele Bachmann’s Tea Party Caucus 
has collapsed into inactivity and become 
all but defunct.) Rove complained, “The 
National Journal put out its ratings of the 
most liberal to conservative Republicans,” 
and “the most liberal Republican is Justin 
Amash of Michigan — far more liberal 
than any other Republican. And why? Be- 
cause he is a 100 percent purist libertarian. 
And if it’s not entirely perfect, I’m voting 
with Nancy Pelosi.” 

The reality was exactly the opposite of 
Rove’s claim. OpenCongress.org noted 
that Amash was the /east likely member 
of the entire Congress to vote with Demo- 
cratic Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, ac- 
cording to the actual record. The National 
Journal study did reveal, however, that 
Amash votes with his party leadership less 
than any other Republican. In other words, 
the independent-minded Amash was most 
likely to vote against the GOP leadership 
when it agreed with Democratic leader- 
ship. Where Amash and his fellow Tea 
Party Republicans most often vote against 
leadership is on civil liberty issues and war 
issues, where Boehner and Pelosi usually 
agree. And it’s this tendency to support 
civil liberties against the will of the parti- 
san leaders of both parties — and to cross 
the line to form coalitions with rank-and- 
file Democrats — that has sent the estab- 
lishment into conniptions. 

Establishment Congressman Peter King 
(R-N.Y.) has recently made a habit of pub- 
licly attacking Senator Rand Paul on the 
issue of NSA surveillance, claiming that 
Paul has “disgraced his office,” “doesn’t 
deserve to be in the United States Senate,” 
and tells “absolute lies.” King claimed in 
a January 5 interview with Fox News that 
the NSA should continue its warrantless 
surveillance of the American people: 


The NSA is doing exactly what it is 
supposed to be doing. No one’s pri- 
vacy is being violated, despite what 
Senator Rand Paul is talking about. 
The NSA is not listening to Ameri- 
cans’ phone calls. All they are doing 
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The political Left is a tiny threat to the 
Tea Party movement — despite liberals’ 
dominance of traditional mass media — 
compared with the furious establishment 
GOP drive organizing to destroy the Tea 


Party movement. 


is taking the records from the phone 
companies of phone number to phone 
number, no names, no addresses, no 
content. The only time those numbers 
can even be looked at is if a foreign 
terrorist makes a call into the United 
States. Then the NSA can find out 
what number they called.... The NSA 
is not listening to anyone’s calls at 
all. And no record can be looked at at 
all unless it has a direct connection to 
a foreign terrorist. 


Of course, King’s remarks conflicted di- 
rectly with President Obama’s remarks less 
than two weeks later, when Obama claimed 
in a speech that the data was already being 
used for a wide array of criminal offenses: 
“In terms of our bulk collection of signals 
intelligence, U.S. intelligence agencies will 
only use such data to meet specific security 
requirements: counter-intelligence; coun- 
ter-terrorism; counter-proliferation; cyber- 
security; force protection for our troops 
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2012 
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and allies; and combating 
transnational crime, includ- 
ing sanctions evasion.” The 
term “transnational crime” in- 
cludes any type of drug trans- 
action, and “cyber-security” 
means any type of identity 
theft, computer hacking case, 
or misuse of electronics. In 
short, they are exceptions that 
devour the rule King laid out 
in his Fox News interview. 


The Amash Effect 

The pro-war and anti-constitutional faction 
of the GOP that King represents has good 
cause to worry. The divergence between 
Tea Party and non-Tea Party congressmen 
on civil liberties — barely noticeable in the 
2011-12 Congress — accelerated dramati- 
cally in 2013. And much of that difference 
is aresult of what may be called the “Amash 
effect.” While Senators Ted Cruz and Rand 
Paul have taken the headlines for Tea Party 
candidates nationally with their filibusters, 
Michigan Representative Justin Amash has 
quietly built and grown a coalition of con- 
stitutionally minded Republicans within the 
Tea Party movement. 

Much of the groundwork for Amash’s 
growing House Liberty Caucus had been 
done by former Representative Ron Paul 
(R-Texas), who labored on the same issues 
for decades with little apparent progress 
and less than a handful of converts. The 
elder Paul did have a significant influence 
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on North Carolina Republican Walter 
Jones and a lesser influence on Tennessee 
Republican Jimmy Duncan, the only two 
members of the House to endorse his 2008 
presidential candidacy. 

The Tea Party revolution of 2010 
changed all that. The Tea Party arose in the 
wake of the massive TARP bailout of banks 
with taxpayer money during the 2008 fi- 
nancial crisis, followed by the drive to stop 
passage of the unconstitutional ObamaCare 
mandate. Tea Party organizations sprung up 
spontaneously across the nation, without 
national leadership or controls, and with the 
twin goals of less spending and restoring 
the limits of the U.S. Constitution. Though 
the Republican Party establishment tried to 
co-opt Tea Party leadership, and the grass- 
roots effort was labeled “Astroturf” by sar- 
castic Democrats, the Tea Party grassroots 
unleashed their fury on bailout Repub- 
licans in 2010 and 2012 as often as upon 
Democrats. Bailout Republican Senators 
Bob Bennett of Utah and Richard Lugar 
of Indiana were given their electoral pink 
slips in the GOP primary, as were many in 
the House of Representatives. Others faced 
tough primary contests. 

While establishment Republicans coun- 
seled voters to vote “bailout Republicans” 
back into office, and warned that the Tea 
Party could create a Democratic Party 
wave, the reverse happened. The GOP 
experienced a near-record swing of new 
seats in the House elections of 2010, and 
largely held on to those seats in 2012. 
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May 26, 2011 Roll Call 376: Patriot Act 
Reauthorization 


Roll Call 530: Libya War 


Roll Call 224: Export-Import Bank 
Reauthorization 


Roll Call 569: FISA Reauthorization 
Roll Call 117: CISPA 


Roll Call 228: Indefinite military 
detention for citizens 


Roll Call 410: End the 2001 Authorization 
for Use of Military Force (AUMF) 


Roll Call 412: End NSA wiretapping 
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Leader of the Tea Party’s “Rebel Alliance”: 
Representative Justin Amash (R-Mich.) 

has emerged as the leader of Tea Party 
Republicans who refuse to allow the federal 
government to stamp out the Fourth 
Amendment, and is chairman of the House 
Liberty Caucus. 


The revolution of 2010 swept Amash, 
then a little-known 30-year-old lawyer and 
state legislator, into the House, and Rand 
Paul into the U.S. Senate. Subsequently, 
eight of the 11 Ron Paul-endorsed congres- 
sional candidates won their elections in the 
2012 elections, including Sen. Ted Cruz of 
Texas, all with significant Tea Party support. 

Amash took control of the House Lib- 
erty Caucus upon the retirement of Rep. 
Paul from the House in January 2013, 
bringing his youthful energy into it, along 
with Paul’s coalition-building strategies. 


Democrats: Kings of Crony Corporatism 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


Court decision in the 2009 Citizens United case, which al- 

lowed corporations to spend unlimited money on election 
communications. Democrats and other leftists complained the deci- 
sion would lead to corporate control of elections and, ultimately, 
corporate control of the government. The outcry implied the Repub- 
lican Party was already in the hip-pocket of big business, and that the 
Democrats were the last stalwarts opposing government becoming 
the dispenser of privileges and subsidies to corporations. 

But a careful look at the historical record reveals that while both 
parties backed crony capitalism with tax dollars long before Citizens 
United, the Democratic Party has been a far more reliable supporter of 
crony capitalism than the Republican Party. And it continues to be so. 

House Democrats voted in favor of bailing out Wall Street banks 
with the TARP vote by a margin of 172-63 back in 2008 — a full 
year before the Citizens United decision. Rank-and-file House Re- 
publicans actually opposed the bank bailout 91-108, despite intense 
pressure by the Bush White House and congressional leaders of both 
parties (who all voted for TARP). 

The TARP vote only strengthened the Republican opposition to 
taxpayer subsidies for corporations through the rise of the Tea Party 
movement, which is the only faction of Congress today that offers 
any serious opposition to corporate subsidies. On May 9, 2012, a 
majority of Tea Party Republicans voted against a reauthorization of 
taxpayer-guaranteed loans to big business through the U.S. Export- 
Import Bank, but most other Republicans — and every single House 


Ders led the loud public outcry against the Supreme 
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Democrat — voted to put taxpayer dollars on the line for risky cor- 
porate foreign exports. 

Every House Republican became a cosponsor of a bill, Rep. 
Ron Paul’s Federal Reserve Transparency Act of 2012, to audit the 
Federal Reserve, which engaged in a secret bailout of Wall Street 
Banks amounting to $16 trillion in taxpayer-guaranteed dollars from 
2008-10. But most House Democrats opposed the bill, which would 
merely audit the Fed and expose the bailouts. Rep. Paul’s bill passed 
overwhelmingly in the Republican-dominated House in 2012, but 
died in Harry Reid’s Democratic Senate that same year. Indeed, only 
Tea Party Republicans have been critical of the Federal Reserve’s 
ongoing efforts to increase the money supply, the so-called quantita- 
tive easing, by stuffing an additional $80 billion per month into Wall 
Street banks and financial institutions. Quantitative easing stuffs new 
dollars into the richest elements of society while devaluing the dol- 
lars held by everyone else. 

And Democrats were key to backing the Obama administration’s 
corporate subsidies for “green energy” that resulted in the massive 
taxpayer losses in the bankruptcy of Solyndra, A123 Systems, and 
dozens of other companies receiving millions or billions in taxpayer 
subsidies through grants, loans, or loan guarantees. 

Democrats have long publicly excoriated “trickle down econom- 
ics” — giving taxpayer money to wealthy corporations with the 
expectation the wealth will “trickle down” to the poor — but the 
corporate subsidies they’ve backed over the years have proven that 
congressional members of the Democratic Party have been by far the 
most reliable practitioners of the type of “trickle down” economics 
that doesn’t work. 
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Amash and his new right-hand man, Ken- 
tucky Rep. Thomas Massie, repeatedly 
employed “Rebel Alliance” rhetoric to 
build a variety of coalitions with rank- 
and-file Democrats and even leftist mem- 
bers of Congress. The Amash/Massie 
team allied with Democrats such as John 
Conyers (D-Mich.) and Senator Bernie 
Sanders (I-Vt.) over issues as diverse as 
preventing war with Syria, limiting the 
NSA, and auditing the Federal Reserve 
Bank. Amash’s USA Freedom Act, which 
would abolish the NSA’s warrantless sur- 
veillance of the American people, is co- 
sponsored by an almost equal number of 
his fellow Tea Party Republicans (60) and 
Democrats (64). 

The establishment backlash against Tea 
Party Republicans has not been limited 
to a series of severe tongue-lashings in 
public. Amash and Massie will both draw 
deep-pockets primary opponents recruit- 
ed from the crony capitalist wing of the 
GOP. Amash’s opponent Brian Ellis has 
reportedly planned to spend more than a 
million dollars of his own money in the 
primary effort. Northern Kentucky Cham- 
ber of Commerce leader Steve Stevens has 
openly toyed with the idea of a Massie pri- 
mary challenge, just weeks after the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce unveiled a $50 
million electoral war chest the establish- 
ment organization plans to devote to de- 
feating Tea Party congressmen nationally. 

Neither Amash nor Massie appears to be 
in immediate danger of losing their GOP 
primaries this year; both remain popular in 
their districts. Unlikely to be able to unseat 
the two, the establishment goal seems to 
be to keep Amash and Massie campaign- 
ing in their districts all year and disrupt 
their work of building larger coalitions and 
widening Tea Party support for constitu- 
tionally protected liberties. 

It remains to be seen if the well-funded 
GOP establishment primaries against Tea 
Party candidates will successfully keep 
the constitutionalist movement a minority 
movement within the Republican Party, 
or if the Republican Party will return to 
its traditional 20th-century roots of being 
the party more inclined toward peace and 
limited government under the U.S. Con- 
stitution. But it is clear that the constitu- 
tionalist movement in Congress has been 
growing, and has increased energy going 
into the 2014 midterm elections. 
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Westerners are willing to deny such things as someone’s 
gender or the consequences of unending increases in 
national debt, but all available evidence reveals the truth. 


by Selwyn Duke 


thing would be nonsense. Noth- 

ing would be what it is, because 
everything would be what it isn’t. And 
contrary wise, what is, it wouldn’t be. And 
what it wouldn’t be, it would. You see?” 
said Lewis Carroll in Alice's Adventures 
in Wonderland & Through the Looking- 
Glass (Alice). A world of one’s own — 
such a thing can sound very appealing. 
No more dealing with uncomfortable or 
inconvenient truths, such as that love and 
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money aren’t always returned, hatred and 
heartache often are, and busting budgets 
really does lead to bankruptcy. 

And there are creatures who do have a 
world of their own, at least in a metaphori- 
cal sense — they’re called infants. Most 
developmental psychologists agree that 
babies are solipsistic, which, psychologist 
Dr. John R. Morss tells us (quoting famed 
child psychologist Jean Piaget), refers to 
“a state in which the subject treats the 
world as an extension of itself. For Piaget, 
‘the baby experiences the universe as him- 
self.’ ... Thinking in the infant ‘resembles 


sort of a perpetual waking dream.’” Young 
children have other reality-perception de- 
ficiencies, too, such as the inability to 
grasp that volume doesn’t change just be- 
cause shape does (as when water is poured 
from a short, wide glass into a tall, thin 
one). But as the child develops cognitive- 
ly and gains experience with the world, 
he learns more about reality — he gets 
in closer touch with it. This includes the 
realization that there is much beyond the 
self and the rejection of solipsism. 

But cognitive development is no guar- 
antee that people will accept all that 
cognition can apprehend. After all, the 
concept of solipsism itself wasn’t devel- 
oped by a child psychologist to explain 
children, but by Greek pre-Socratic soph- 
ist Gorgias (c. 483-375 B.C.) to perhaps 
confuse adults. Serving in that capacity, 
it has a lot of help from fellow “isms,” 
such as nihilism, nominalism, idealism, 
existentialism — and especially today’s 
popular delusion, relativism. And all 
these half-baked infantile philosophies 
have one thing in common: a denial of 
some aspect of reality. This fatal flaw 
running through all modern philosophy 
is why G.K. Chesterton wrote in his 1933 
book St. Thomas Aquinas: 


Since the modern world began in 
the sixteenth century, nobody’s sys- 
tem of philosophy has really cor- 
responded to everybody’s sense of 
reality; to what, if left to themselves, 
common men would call common 
sense. Each started with a paradox; 
a peculiar point of view demanding 
the sacrifice of what they would call 
a sane point of view. That is the one 
thing common to Hobbes and Hegel, 
to Kant and Bergson, to Berkeley 
and William James. A man had to 
believe something that no normal 
man would believe, if it were sud- 
denly propounded to his simplicity; 
as that law is above right, or right is 
outside reason, or things are only as 
we think them, or everything is rela- 
tive to a reality that is not there. The 
modern philosopher claims, like a 
sort of confidence man, that if once 
we will grant him this, the rest will be 
easy; he will straighten out the world, 
if once he is allowed to give this one 
twist to the mind. 


23 


AP Images 


a 


Boys will be girls? Our society is increasingly accepting a diagnosis of “Gender Identity 


Coy 
Mathis 


al 


Disorder” — and allowing children to live as members of the opposite sex, as is done with Coy 
Mathis — based on nothing but those most mercurial of things: feelings. 


Unfortunately, minds have been given that 
twist, and now uncommon men are multi- 
plying while common sense is diminishing. 


“Who in the world am 
I? Ah, that’s the great 
puzzle.” 

— Lewis Carroll in Alice 


We’re now hearing many stories about 


boys being allowed to use the girls’ 


bathroom in schools; in fact, California 


(Wonderland Central) just went so far as 

to enact a law mandating that students 
must be allowed to pick the bathrooms and 
sports teams with which they “identify.” 
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A few weeks ago I turned on the radio in 
my car, and columnist Mark Steyn, act- 
ing as a guest host on the Rush Limbaugh 
Show, was fielding a call from a woman 
whose son had a problem that has recently 
gotten a lot of press and political attention. 
When the boy was three years old, she re- 
lated, he started saying that he really was 
a girl inside. At one point she even saw 
him pushing down his geni- 
talia and asking if all little 
girls had such things, which 
prompted her to take him to 
a pediatrician. This physi- 
cian in turn directed her to 
a psychiatrist or two, whose 
diagnosis was predictable 
(that is, if you’re acquainted 
with Wonderland): The boy 
had “Gender Identity Disor- 
der” (GID). The mother, a 
self-professed conservative 


Christian, was so convinced that she had 
become an apologist for GID. She referred 
to her son, now six years old, as “her” and 
“she” and, if I remember correctly, as her 
“daughter.” She said that the diagnosis 
wasn’t made lightly; the individual had to 
have strong, unremitting feelings that his 
body was the wrong sex, feelings that last- 
ed for more than a year. Many no doubt 
found her testimonial quite convincing. 

And many are already convinced, as 
young children allowed to live as mem- 
bers of the opposite sex are an increas- 
ingly common phenomenon. There is 
German Tim Petras, who now is known 
as “Kim” and is believed to be the world’s 
youngest “transsexual” after starting “hor- 
mone replacement therapy” at age 12 and 
having a euphemistically named “Gender 
Reassignment Surgery” at age 16. There 
was the 2012 story of then five-year-old 
Briton Zach Avery, who has been living 
as a girl — dresses, make-up, and the 
works — since he was four. And whereas 
such a person would have at one time been 
recommended for psychiatric treatment, 
now everyone else is expected to change. 
Some schools will put the rest of the chil- 
dren through “sensitivity training” so that 
they’ll know the doubleplusgood way to 
act around the newly minted victim-group 
member. And as the 7elegraph wrote about 
Avery’s case, “Zach’s school — Purfleet 
Primary in Essex — has even turned their 
toilet block gender-neutral to support him. 
Theresa [Zach’s mother] added: ‘They 
have changed the toilets for Key Stage | 
pupils into Unisex instead of male/female 
and they address him as a girl, which is 
what he wants.’” The media follow suit, 
too, as it’s now de rigueur for reporters to 
use pronouns pertaining to what a person 
fancies his sex to be rather than what it ac- 
tually is. And bathrooms? We’re now hear- 
ing many stories about boys being allowed 
to use the girls’ bathroom in schools; in 
fact, California (Wonderland Central) just 
went so far as to enact a law mandating 
that students must be allowed to pick the 
bathrooms and sports teams with which 
they “identify.” 

Now, this is a startling amount of so- 
cial change in a very short period of time. 
And what is it based on? The woman 
who called the Rush Limbaugh Show had 
brought her son to an endocrinologist, who 
reported that the boy was normal. And this 
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is the norm. While the “experts” told Zach 
Avery’s mother that “his brain was telling 
him he was a girl,” a GID diagnosis isn’t 
made based on a brain scan. It isn’t made 
based on a chromosome test. It isn’t, in 
fact, made based on any physical signs, 
symptoms, or tests whatsoever. 

It is made based on feelings. 

Now, I’m not interested here and now in 
arguing about the validity of biologically 
determined GID (BDGID)); for argument’s 
sake, let’s assume it is a real phenomenon. 
My point here is simply this: The basis 
on which the BDGID diagnosis is made 
is unscientific, illogical, and pure bunk. 
After all, would we apply its standard to 
medicine in general? Would a cardiologist 
say, “Oh, you feel you have heart disease? 
The feelings have been strong, unremit- 
ting and present for longer than a year? 
Okay, I'll cut open your chest and perform 
a bypass”? Such a physician would be 
committing gross malpractice, would be 
stripped of his license and rightly lose his 
scrub shirt in a lawsuit. Should it be any 
different in psychiatry? 

And then there are the different stan- 
dards within psychiatry. That is to say, 
GID isn’t the only disorder involving an 
unrelenting feeling that your body doesn’t 


Are the insane running the asylum? As happened with homosexuality in 1973, activists want 


match how your mind tells you it should 
be. There is also BIID (Body Integrity 
Identity Disorder), the sense that a body 
part, such as a leg or arm, doesn’t belong 
on one’s body. Just as with GID patients, 
BIID sufferers have strong, unremitting 
feelings. Just as with GID patients, they’re 
certain they can’t be happy with their body 
in its present state. Just as with male GID 
children, who may threaten to cut off their 
“willie,” BIID sufferers sometimes try to 
self-amputate. Unlike GID patients, how- 
ever, only a couple of rare doctors have 
been willing to act upon BIID feelings and 
perform professional amputations. 

But why be hesitant? Are some feelings 
more equal than others? If emotions can 
be the ultimate arbiter, not only should 
BIID be taken just as seriously as GID, 
so should “species dysphoria,” the feeling 
that you are an animal stuck in a human 
body. For that matter, we shouldn’t scoff 
at people who insist they’re Napoleon or 
the Queen of England if that is whom they 
identify with. How far down this rabbit 
hole do we want to go? 

But we’ ve been down it before. Approx- 
imately 50 years ago, “Gender Neutrality” 
theory was all the rage. Quite the opposite 
of today’s fashionable idea that “gender” 


“Gender Identity Disorder” reclassified so that it won’t be viewed as a disorder. This may mean 
that psychologists will soon consider it normal human variation. 
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can be whatever the individual feels it is, 
it stated that it could be however society 
conditioned it to be. So when this theory’s 
father, Dr. John Money, told Ronald and 
Janet Reimer that their son Bruce could, 
after a botched circumcision, be raised 
successfully as a girl, they followed his 
prescription. The results were disastrous 
and, no doubt, led to Bruce’s committing 
suicide as an adult. 

Not surprisingly, when yesterday’s 
traditionalists doubted “Gender Neutral- 
ity” theory, they were called backward 
and unscientific. This is just what they’re 
called for questioning BDGID today by 
its proponents, who cite the Reimer case 
as a lesson vindicating their theory. But 
this is a swing of the pendulum past per- 
spicacity and to the polar. The real lesson 
is this: Be cautious about shedding age- 
old wisdom in favor of theories that are 
younger than you are. 

And who is unscientific here, anyway? 
Given that all we really have as evidence 
of BDGID are feelings, is it reasonable to 
say that they could never — in not even 
one out of a thousand cases — be the re- 
sult of a purely psychological phenom- 
enon? That would be a radical position. 
If it’s possible in one case, however, it’s 
possible in two or three or 30, or in 50 
percent of them. And at that point you’d 
have to acknowledge that you have no 
way of knowing which cases have an in- 
born basis and which don’t. This is obvi- 
ously, mind you, part of the reason why 
BDGID proponents will bristle at even 
the mere suggestion that a case could be 
psychological. Yet the very same people 
would generally allow that BIID could be 
so. Why the inconsistency? They feel dif- 
ferently about fashionable feelings than 
unfashionable feelings. And that is good 
enough in Wonderland. 

Now, an interesting question could 
arise at this juncture: Why all this empha- 
sis on feelings? It might be pointed out, 
after all, that feelings aren’t good indica- 
tors of reality. 

But what if reality didn’t matter to you? 

If we were to choose a flavor of ice 
cream, the color hamster to get as a pet, 
or from among non-obscene works of art 
as decoration, we’d surely be content to 
let our feelings reign. For these are not 
matters of Truth but taste; with no Eter- 
nal Law to guide us or even available to 
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theory was all the rage. 
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it is, it stated that it could 
ciety conditioned it to be. 


discern (Thou shalt not consume straw- 
berry!), what can be the yardstick but 
what feels right? It’s not as if we’re talk- 
ing about morality, which, determined by 
Truth, surely is different. 

Ah, but what if you didn’t believe in 
objective Truth? 

How different would “morality” then 
be? 

What then would you use as a yardstick 
for making “moral” decisions? 

And if emotions are all we have, a 
three-year-old’s feelings about what his 
“real” sex is take on extra weight. 


ite of today’s fashionable 


This is why I devoted so 
much of this piece’s begin- 
ning to a discussion of phi- 
losophy. It doesn’t matter if 
you aren’t a philosopher, if 
you can’t define even two 
isms, or if the highest matters 
you contemplate are found 
on ESPN. How we think cor- 
relates to some brand of what 
we call “philosophy”; phi- 
losophy touches everything. 
And in the grip of modern philosophy’s 
misguiding hand, moderns are starting to 
seem a bit touched. 


67 ° 7 
“T’m not strange, weird, 
off, nor crazy, my reality is 
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just different from yours. 


JU 


— Lewis Carroll in Alice 

Now, there is a funny thing about real- 
ity. Just as you learn about it as you grow 
up, you can refuse to do so as you grow 
ideological. This is called rationalization, 
when we lie to ourselves, tell ourselves 


Alternate realities? As the ancient Greeks understood, as philosophy goes, so goes civilization 
itself. Thus, it’s inevitable that as society embraces philosophies denying objective reality, its 
people will lose touch with reality. 
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that some aspect of reality isn’t what it is 
but what we want it to be. Of course, the 
more this denial of reality occurs, the fur- 
ther out of touch with reality we become. 
And if we fall out of touch enough, it is in 
fact what we call being crazy. 

And what we’re seeing in the modern 
West — what all those confusing and 
confusion-born “isms” amount to — is 
a war against objective reality. This is 
what helps breed the Infantile Civiliza- 
tion, a place where far too many citizens 
haven’t reached full adulthood. That is to 
say, becoming truly mature involves tak- 
ing responsibility, which, of course, means 
accepting uncomfortable or inconvenient 
realities. We generally associate this with 
admitting personal error and fulfilling 
familial and employment duties, but it 
also involves admission of ideological, 
philosophical, and religious error and ac- 
ceptance of morality’s dictates. And to 
whatever extent a person denies reality, 
he remains a child. 

This brings us to what can be the ul- 
timate rationalization (assuming the indi- 
vidual has some inkling of what the Truth 
actually is): denial of God, of Truth. After 
all, a corollary of atheism is moral relativ- 
ism, which is just another water-mudding 
“ism” that helps to obscure the true impli- 
cations of this denial of the divine, which 
is that morality doesn’t exist, only man’s 
preference does. And then anything can be 
justified, from theft, lying, rape, and mur- 
der to genocide. As Fyodor Dostoevsky’s 
Ivan Karamazov said, “Without God ... 
everything is permitted.” 

And so it is across the board. If there 
is no divine plan and moral guiderails 
for man’s sexuality, why can’t one be a 
homosexual, adulterer, pedophile, or bes- 
tialist? If marriage is not ordained from 
on high but is just man’s invention, why 
can’t he reinvent or rescind it? What man 
hath joined, after all, he may put asunder. 
And if it’s not so that “male and female He 
made them,” and we’re just a cosmic ac- 
cident, then why can’t man remake them? 
It then is only a matter of what men will 
do so: Dr. Money’s society of psycho- 
logical planners or the individual with his 
psychological preferences. To paraphrase 
Belgian author Emile Cammaerts, “When 
people cease to believe in God, it’s not 
that they start to believe in nothing. It’s 
that they’ll believe in anything.” 
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“Why, sometimes I’ve 
believed as many as six 
impossible things before 
breakfast.” 

— Lewis Carroll in Alice 


This dislocation from reality helps ex- 
plain much. Why should it surprise us 
that millions of people behave as if 
incessant spending and accumulation 
of debt won’t eventually collapse the 
economy? As for monetary policy, I 
know a seven-year-old who mentioned 
a while back that he had a great idea for 
eliminating poverty: Just print more of 
the green pieces of paper. And while he 
seemed satisfied with an explanation for 
why this was folly, there are millions of 
overgrown seven-year-olds who accept 
government as a legalized counterfeiting 
operation — to the recent tune of $85 
billion a month — and may even grease 
their rationalization’s skids with the eu- 
phemism “quantitative easing” (lesson: 
Beware babes with burly vocabularies). 
But, again, it’s no shock. If we’ve fallen 
so far out of touch with reality that we'll 
accept that a person’s sex can be what- 
ever he wants it to be — and that this 
is justifiable based on mere feelings — 
what will we not be able to rationalize? 
Most of our other fancies fall far below 
that in the hierarchy of lunacy. 

At this point, two things must be men- 
tioned. First, this phenomenon is not un- 
precedented. Jonathan Swift wrote in 1720 
that “reasoning will never make a man 
correct an ill opinion, which by reasoning 
he never acquired,” and Roman philoso- 
pher and statesman Marcus Tullius Cicero 
complained 2000 years ago about courts 
that were immune to facts. But the sever- 
ity of this problem does vary, increasing 
commensurately with a society’s denial of 
objective reality. 

Second, I don’t say there aren’t Ma- 
chiavellian manipulators who encourage 
lunacy for lust of power; as Soviet defec- 
tor Yuri Bezmenov explained decades ago, 
the communists targeted the West with 
such things as part of a “demoralization” 
process. But the fact remains that a people 
philosophically sound cannot fail, while a 
people thus corrupted may strive for a fail- 
ure they have mistaken for success. 

Almost 200 years ago, French philoso- 
pher Alexis de Tocqueville theorized in 
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Lord of the Flies today, fealty tomorrow: Philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville predicted nearly 
two centuries ago that Americans could fall victim to a paternalism that would seek to fix citizens 
“irrevocably in childhood.” 


Democracy in America that the United 
States would fall victim to a new kind of 
despotism, writing: 


I am not afraid that they will find in 
their leaders tyrants, but rather tutors 
... [constituting] an immense and tu- 
telary power that ... would resemble 
paternal power if, like it, it had as a 
goal to prepare men for manhood; 
but on the contrary it seeks only to 
fix them irrevocably in childhood; it 
likes the citizens to enjoy themselves, 
provided that they think only about 
enjoying themselves. It works will- 
ingly for their happiness; but it wants 
to be the unique agent for it and the 
sole arbiter. 


And it’s easy to be this arbiter when your 
children live in Wonderland. They then 
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can accept that the Constitution is a liv- 
ing document and that a fine can become 
a tax during the course of one case. They 
can believe that “from each according to 
his abilities, and to each according to his 
needs” enforced through government won’t 
result in fewer people with abilities and 
more people with needs. They can fancy 
that cooling temperatures prove global 
warming. They can view as even-handed a 
multiculturalism stating that other countries 
have a right to their cultures — and that we 
have a right to them, too. And they can ac- 
cept the tyranny of a minority, that excep- 
tions can be the author of norms. They will 
be Marquis de Sade statists who take you 
from Joseph McCarthy to Josef Stalin in 
two generations. For fashionable stupidity 
always seems profound to a mind liberated 
from Truth and imprisoned in that smallest 
of worlds — the self. 
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DVD REVIEW 


When Republicans Changed 


Not more than a few decades ago, the Republican Party was the anti-war, small- 
government party. Then neoconservatives worked their way into power. 
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NEOCONSER’ 
Changing Ameri 


The John Birch Socacty 


The John Birch; 


by Eric Egan 


eoConservatives: Changing American Politics is a new 
New produced and released by The John Birch Society 

available at JBS.org. It features John Birch Society CEO 
Arthur R. Thompson and John Birch Society President John F. 
McManus as narrators and guides throughout. The mini-docu- 
mentary explains the history of neoconservatism and the confus- 
ing effect that it has had on our American political landscape, as 
well as how America got into these politically confused times, 
where America is headed, and, most importantly, how America 
can exit from its self-destructive mode. 

NeoConservatives does a good job of repudiating the per- 
ceived political reality that holds that Republicans promote con- 
servative ideals and legislation and Democrats put forth liberal, 
big-government agendas. The actual political reality is that on 
core issues, the two parties are woefully in agreement. These 
agreed-upon (yet strangely untrumpeted) issues include work- 
ing toward never-ending foreign entanglements, super-sizing 
the federal government, advancing questionable economic poli- 
cies, and perhaps most alarmingly, treating the U.S. Constitu- 
tion as a flexible document. Indeed, it seems that if Democrats 
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and Republicans opened a circus, the U.S. Constitution would 
be their dutiful contortionist, guaranteed to increase ticket sales 
for their large-tent event even when the typical donkey and el- 
ephant tricks fail to do so. 

The irony is not lost upon the producers of the video that, 
regardless of party affiliation, presidents have, for a while 
at least, broken their oaths to defend the Constitution, while 
weakly insisting that they have been defending the Constitu- 
tion. To make this point, the educational video begins with an 
expertly crafted opening montage made up of news footage 
of every president from Jimmy Carter to Barack Obama tak- 
ing the oath to uphold the office of president and “preserve, 
protect, and defend the Constitution.” Notably, everyone who 
holds elected office in our nation, and some who hold unelected 
ones, is required to take a similar oath. Whether there is some 
overarching conspiracy to ignore the Constitution, whether 
they have the best intentions, or whether they merely get hung 
up on the to-the-best-of-my-ability part and have pathological 
self-confidence issues, somewhere along the line they almost 
all seem to forget that oath. 


Neoconservatives Get the Nod 

As you might guess from the title, NeoConservatives blames 
neoconservatives for Republicans’ lack of adherence to con- 
servative, constitutional principles. It also points out exactly 
when neoconservatism gained a tipping point in influence: a 
Republican conference in May 1991. At that point “Republicans 
became Republicans first and conservatives second” en masse. 
This was proudly proclaimed in a Wall Street Journal article by 
Irving Kristol, the “godfather of neoconservatism,” who chaired 
that conference. 

Label manipulation is the neocons’ favorite and most ef- 
fective modus operandi. By convincing Republicans to be 
Republicans before being conservative, it was relatively easy 
to convince party supporters to throw their collective weight 
behind issues, bills, and even ideas that just years before would 
have stuck in the throat of any true conservative. Changing the 
taste of the candy slowly while keeping the wrapper the same 
seems to be a very capable psychological tool in the world of 
realpolitik. 

Perhaps one of the oddest and most telling twists and shifts 
of public perception of the liberal-conservative paradigm is that 
conservatives are perceived today as the pro-war faction. This 
was not traditionally the case, as was apparent in the days lead- 
ing up to WWII. It was Republicans (the conservatives) who 
were the “isolationists” (a deliberately misleading and deroga- 
tory label applied to noninterventionists) and Democrats who 
wanted to go to war for “American interests” (a rapidly moving 
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target that couldn’t be hit with a nuclear 
bomb). 

In pointing out the history of neocon- 
servatism, the video points out facts that 
should make it evident to any Republican 
that neoconservatism is diametrically op- 
posed to conservatism and Americanism, 
highlighting the deep intellectual connec- 
tion between neoconservatives and Leon 
Trotsky. Trotsky was one of Lenin’s and 
Stalin’s close collaborators, and many 
of the early neophytes of neoconserva- 
tism were steeped in Trotsky’s theories 
on internationalism. This is not to say 
that neocons are precisely communist, 
but the roots are there. Owing to these 
roots, they view the subsidiarity of the 
federal government to the states and the 
people, as espoused in the Constitution of 
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the United States, as quaint 
at best. At worst, they view 
it as something dangerous 
that must be stamped out 
at whatever the price, even 
our freedom. The realpolitik 
methods of the neoconser- 
vatives, such as using media 
outlets as propaganda ma- 
chines, were learned from 
their communist roots. 

NeoConservatives in- 
forms us very well of what neocons are 
and where they come from, and it also 
tells the audience how to identify neocon 
political candidates: namely by how they 
vote, not how they speak. Indeed, judg- 
ing politicians on what they say instead 
of what they do is precisely how we got 
into this mess. Just because a politician 
says he is a conservative and just because 
other politicians agree that he is a conser- 
vative does not make him a conservative. 
(If you disagree with that, by the way, I 
know a solid “conservative” politician 
named Chris Christie who has a bridge 
to sell you.) 


Because there is danger of despair for true 
conservatives when trying to win over the 


¢ Support United Nations 


* Use Preemptive Wars 


¢ Support International Treatres 
and Organizations 


This screen shot from the NeoConservatives: Changing American Politics DVD shows three key policies 


of neoconservatives that separate them from traditional conservatives and align them with liberal 


internationalists. 
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Republican rank and file against the GOP 
leadership, a group that has an enormous 
advantage over their opponents because 
they have deep pockets and access to lob- 
byist funds, NeoConservatives offers a 
way to build hope. The primary way is by 
educating people on important issues (the 
first being the Constitution). To this end, 
Thompson and McManus inform us about 
the Action Education Programs on JBS. 
org. On the right side of that website, there 
is a Slide show that, when clicked on, will 
take the site visitor to a list of various is- 
sues for which The John Birch Society has 
developed an action plan. Merely publish- 
ing good information will not get the job 
done. The information must be placed in 
the hands of others, who then must be mo- 
tivated to become involved in the freedom 
fight as part of a concerted action program 
to effect real change. That’s what The John 
Birch Society is all about. 

Thompson and McManus also en- 
gage in a little necessary label defining 
themselves. The JBS is not liberal or 
conservative, Republican or Democrat, 
but constitutionalist. This is important to 
note because, in a world where political 
labeling paradigms often shift, it is im- 
perative to choose a label that is more or 
less self-defining. The etymology of the 
term “constitutionalist” is much 
more self evident and less flex- 
ible than “Republican” or “con- 
servative.” 

At a little over 22 minutes in 
length, NeoConservatives goes 
by at a quick clip, and the pro- 
duction value is quite good for 
a piece that is intended primar- 
ily as an educational tool and 
not entertainment. Of course, the 
educational value of the DVD is 
precisely why everyone should 
own NeoConservatives. It can be 
used either as a quick reference or 
to hand out to friends who are un- 
aware of the murky political land- 
scape that thrives under a veneer 
of black and white. It is up to us 
to defend the Constitution, even if 
that means defending it from the 
neocon ringmasters in D.C. 

NeoConservatives: Changing 
American Politics is available 
now at www.JBS.org. (See ad on 


page 1.) 
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Tornado Rescue 


A couple in Waverly, Kentucky, was 
praised for saving the lives of two people 
during a tornado strike that ripped through 
a farm on November 17. 

Walter and Hershelia Collins owned a 
trailer that they were renting to Terry Jew- 
ell and his mother, Alice. Terry and Alice 
had been living in that trailer for one week 
before the tornado hit. 

Aware of the oncoming tornado, Her- 
shelia and Walter ran out to the trailer to 
grab Terry and Alice. 

“All of a sudden it was just something 
that told me, ‘You need to go get them 
out of that trailer,’ and I told my husband, 
‘Lets go and we got to go, we got to go 
now,’” Hershelia said. 

“We both ran over here together, came 
to the trailer, went into the house to get 
them and tried to get them loaded up as 
quick as we could,” Walter said. 

The Collinses managed to drive to the 
farmhouse up the road in time to avoid the 
tornado. “I looked out front and there it 
was,” Hershelia said. 

“You could hear it all around you and 
you could hear things hitting. I don’t think 
we thought about anything but just pray- 
ing,” Walter said. 

Hershelia huddled over Alice while 
Walter huddled over her. “We just tried 
to keep each other safe. I wanted her safe 
and I wanted her son safe because I felt 
responsible with them being in a trailer 
that I thought was so safe,” Hershelia said. 

The tornado reduced the trailer to con- 
crete and remains, according to Union- 
Webster 14 News. “They would have 
been killed and if we had waited two more 
minutes, we all would have been dead,” 
Hershelia said. 


Christmas Eve Fire 


For one Wisconsin family, Christmas was 
marred by terrible misfortune. A Christmas 
Eve fire burned down their home, blem- 
ishing what should have been a wonderful 
reunion with their son, who had returned 
from a seven-month tour in Afghanistan 
on the same day. Fortunately, the family 
received some much-needed help. 

HTR News reported that on December 
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24, a fire destroyed the Hannemann fam- 
ily’s home in the Town of Byron. Thank- 
fully, the fire spared the family’s shop, 
which is attached to the house and from 
which they operate the H-D welding and 
trucking company. 

On the morning of the fire, Don 
Hannemann left his home to pick his son 
up from the Waukesha Expo Center, where 
a welcoming ceremony was being held to 
greet 145 returning soldiers. “I was so 
excited, but along the way my little truck 
broke down and I had to stop in Slinger to 
get it fixed,” he said. “That’s when I got 
the call from the sheriff’s department that 
my house was burning down.” 

Fortunately, Don’s wife, Donna, was 
at her mother’s house with their 12-year- 
old daughter when the fire began. “I was 
happy and excited because Derek was fi- 
nally coming home so my mom and I were 
planning Christmas Eve,” she said. “We 
were going to go back to her house after 
church to celebrate.” 

The Hannemanns have been blessed by 
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an abundance of local support from neigh- 
bors and friends. The Leader Telegram 
reported, “Supporters have been splitting 
wood to help heat [Don’s] business and 
keep it going, while collecting household 
items, gift cards and money.” 

The family has also been receiving help 
from the local Red Cross and Immanuel 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 

The Hannemanns have also been as- 
sisted by veterans and some of their son’s 
Army buddies in clearing up the debris left 
after the fire. “A neighbor a mile down the 
road brought me money, said they took up 
a collection at church,” said Don. 

Donna has been moved by the commu- 
nity’s charity. “It’s a humbling experience 
to lose everything and then be a recipient 
of so much giving,” she said. “We are so 
thankful that everyone is safe and our fam- 
ily is together.” 

The Hannemanns indicated they are 
going to use their insurance to help rebuild 
what they’ve lost. Hi 
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Libertys Language 


Stephen Du Ponceau was a young French linguist who 
translated for the Continental Army, on his way to 
becoming an exemplar of liberty’s advantages. 


by Charles Scaliger 


ne morning in the spring of 1778, 
8) a young Frenchman, Peter Ste- 

phen Du Ponceau, was strolling 
through the woods at Valley Forge, Penn- 
sylvania. Only 17 years old, Du Ponceau 
had arrived in America the previous year 
and, along with many others in the Conti- 
nental Army, had endured the almost im- 
possible hardships of the winter of ’77-’78 
that had killed more than 2,000 soldiers 
in Washington’s army. No doubt weighed 
down by the terrible setbacks of that winter 
of discontent, Du Ponceau was surprised to 
hear, amid the chorus of spring birdsong, a 
rich operatic voice singing an aria from a 
well-known French opera. As Du Ponceau 
later recalled in a letter to a friend: 


I cannot describe to you how my feel- 
ings were affected by hearing those 
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strains so pleasing and so familiar to 
me, sung by what seemed to me to bea 
supernatural voice, such as I had never 
heard before, and yet melodious and 
in perfect good taste. I thought myself 
for a moment at the Comédié Ital- 
ienne, and was lost in astonishment, 
when I saw appear before me a tall 
Indian figure in American regimentals 
and two large epaulettes on his shoul- 
ders, my surprise was extreme. 


Du Ponceau approached the arresting fig- 
ure, grateful to find someone able to speak 
his native French. The man informed him 
that he was an American Indian named 
Nia-man, of the Abenaki nation in French 
Canada. He had joined the American forces 
during the invasion of Canada early in the 
war, and had retreated with them to become 
a permanent enlistee of the Continental 
Army. Having received a Jesuit education, 


Nia-man was a cultured and literate man, 
and described himself as “bon Chrétien et 
bon Catholique.” He had risen in the ranks 
of the army and was now a colonel. Re- 
garding his extraordinary musical talent, 
Du Ponceau was “convinced that, with a 
little more teaching, he would have been a 
valuable acquisition to the French Opera, 
where I had never heard a voice of such 
extraordinary power, at the same time 
susceptible of modulation.” Deeply im- 
pressed, Du Ponceau enjoyed breakfast 
with his new friend in the officer’s quar- 
ters, but never saw him again. But this, his 
first meeting with an American Indian, had 
a profound influence on his life, prompt- 
ing this multitalented French-born son of 
the American Revolution to become one 
of the first Europeans to take a scholarly 
interest in the people now known as Native 
Americans. 


French Anglophile 

Born Pierre-Etienne Du Ponceau in June 
1760 at Saint-Martin on the fle de Ré, a 
small island on the coast of southwestern 
France, Peter Stephen Du Ponceau dis- 
played early in life an uncommon aptitude 
for scholarship, especially linguistics. By 
the age of six, he had already learned Latin 
quite well, but the most important episode 
of his early childhood — one that would 
shape his destiny more than any other — 
was his discovery of an English grammar 
in a neighbor’s house. In the years be- 
fore the Revolutionary War, English was 
scarcely studied on the European conti- 
nent. French, German, and Italian were far 
more widely spoken, and their respective 
literatures more appreciated among conti- 
nentals than anything written in English. 
But the language of the exotic land across 
the English Channel had a magnetic at- 
traction for young Du Ponceau. “Child- 
like, I was delighted with the letters K 
and W, which my eyes had not been ac- 
customed to see,” he wrote many years 
later. “I took the book home and began to 
study the English language. My progress 
was rapid.... I had a good ear and flexible 
organs. I soon spoke good English, and be- 
came a perfect Anglomaine.” Du Ponceau 
found opportunities to improve his Eng- 
lish by speaking with English and Welsh 
residents on the island, and devoured the 
works of Milton, Shakespeare, Pope, and 
other great English writers — even, as he 
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had adopted the British colors 


ontinental Army, Du Ponceau 
n donned scarlet regimental 
and were detained briefly as enemies. 


later admitted, to the neglect of many of 
the great writers of his native French. 

At 13, Du Ponceau was sent to a Bene- 
dictine school, where he enrolled in ad- 
vanced courses in philosophy, which he 
found dull. Finding little of interest in the 
philosophy of the scholastics, Du Ponceau 
continued his personal study of English; 
by his own account, he was never without 
some English-language book to read, a cir- 
cumstance his classmates found so unusu- 
al that they nicknamed him “l’ Anglois” 
(the Englishman). After only 18 
months, Du Ponceau withdrew 
from the school and, in confor- 
mity with his mother’s wishes, 
“took the tonsure” and became 
a Catholic priest, although by 
his own admission he found 
himself somewhat in sympa- 
thy with some of the principles 
of the Protestant Reformation. 
Du Ponceau became at the ten- 
der age of 15 an instructor of 
Latin at an episcopal college, 
but soon found that his extreme 
youth and precocity provoked 
jealousy and suspicion among 
his fellow academics, most of 
whom were at least a decade his 
senior. Accordingly, he with- 
drew from his teaching post 
and, still only 15, went to Paris 
to seek his fortune. 

After trying unsuccessfully 
to exploit his late father’s con- 
nections among the Parisian 
aristocracy to find employment, 
Du Ponceau realized that his 
true calling was as an academic. 
His talent with English turned 
out to be very valuable, with 
translators needed almost ev- 
erywhere. “Very few Frenchmen 
at that time,” he recalled, “were 
familiar with this language.” 
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Mentor: Antoine Court d 


He soon found steady work 
as a translator and secretary 
for various learned Parisians, 
none of whom had the slight- 
est knowledge of English. 
He settled finally on a job as 
secretary for the celebrated 
philologist Antoine Court 
de Gébelin, whose immense 
knowledge of and fascination 
for ancient languages was 
driven by a peculiar fixation 
for uncovering the primordial language 
spoken by men during the mythical Golden 
Age, before humanity became corrupted. 
Gébelin was a Protestant minister who 
nonetheless was willing to risk staying in 
France, and doubtless had great influence 
over Du Ponceau during the months that 
they worked together. “He was to me as a 
father,” remembered Du Ponceau, “though 
... [did not agree with him in his philologi- 
cal opinions.” 


e Gébelin, a noted Parisian philologist, was 
very influential on the young Du Ponceau, sharing his vast erudition in 
languages. However, he failed to interest Du Ponceau in his quest for a 
perfect primordial language spoken during a long-ago Golden Age. 


It was in 1777 that Du Ponceau’s 
young life took a decisive turn. At one of 
the houses he frequented, owned by one 
Beaumarchais, he met a Prussian baron 
and military officer named Steuben, who 
was preparing to travel to America to lend 
his expertise to the young American army 
under General George Washington. Baron 
von Steuben had a serious problem, how- 
ever; although he spoke fluent German 
and French, he knew not a word of Eng- 
lish. Impressed by Du Ponceau the teen 
language prodigy, Steuben hired the Eng- 
lish-speaking Frenchman as his personal 
secretary and translator. The two set sail 
from Marseilles for America near the end 
of the year, arriving in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire on December 1. 


American Adventure 

Their arrival in America did not start off 
auspiciously. Having been told in France 
that the Americans had adopted the Brit- 
ish colors for their Continental 
Army, Du Ponceau and Steu- 
ben donned scarlet regimen- 
tal attire, and were detained 
briefly as enemies. Once the 
misunderstanding was cleared 
up, however, the two of them 
were enthusiastically received. 
Recounted Du Ponceau: 


I was in such spirits when I 
landed in my fine red coat, 
that I laid a wager with 
one of the passengers that I 
would kiss the first female 
that I should meet on the 
shore. It was a handsome 
young girl clad in a scarlet 
cloak: I marched up to her 
politely, told her the wager I 
had laid, expressing a hope 
that she would not suffer 
me to lose it. To my great 
astonishment she yielded 
with a good grace, and I 
triumphantly pocketed the 
money I had so agreeably 
won. Thus I was first wed- 
ded to this country. 


——_ 


Du Ponceau felt at home at 
once in the new country, over- 
whelmed for the first time to be 
in a milieu where English, and 
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not French, was spoken 
everywhere. “I was only 
astonished,” he wrote, 
“to find the milkmaids 
as learned in [English] as 
I was. My astonishment 
would hardly have been 
greater if they had spoken 
Greek or Latin.” He ac- 
companied Steuben ev- 
erywhere he went, since 
the Prussian baron would 
have been completely 
helpless without Du Pon- 
ceau’s translation skills. 
After recuperating 
from their long sea voy- 
age in Portsmouth, the 
pair made their way to 
Boston, where they be- 
came well acquainted 
with all the leaders of the 
Revolution in that city. 
Du Ponceau, who was al- 
ready well-versed in law 
and was a staunch sup- 
porter of republican prin- 
ciples, made a favorable 
impression on the likes of 
John Hancock and Samu- 
el Adams. Decades later, he whimsically re- 
called a conversation with Samuel Adams: 


I shall never forget the compliment 
paid me by Samuel Adams on his dis- 
covering my Republican principles. 
“Where,” said he to me, “did you 
learn all that?” “In France,” replied 
I. “In France! That is impossible!” 
Then, recovering himself, he added, 
“Well, because a man was born in a 
stable, it is no reason why he should 
be a horse.” I thought to myself, that 
in matters of compliment they or- 
dered these things better in France. 


Learning of the desperate condition of the 
Continental Army at Valley Forge, Steu- 
ben and Du Ponceau, along with the bar- 
on’s small retinue, decided to make their 
way down to Pennsylvania. Because of the 
danger of being apprehended by Redcoats 
or Tory sympathizers along the coast, 
they took their course well inland, adding 
weeks to their journey. On one occasion, 
they found themselves in the midst of a 
snowstorm, with the only accommodation 
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Disciplinarian: Prussian 

General Baron von Steuben 

was largely responsible for 
instilling professional military 
discipline in the Continental 
Army, creating a tradition of top- 
notch professionalism that still 
characterizes the U.S. Armed 
Forces today. He also brought the 
young Du Ponceau to America as 
his aide and translator. 


being an inn whose owner was a hostile 
Tory. When they presented themselves, 
the innkeeper at first refused them food 
or lodging. After some heated discussion, 
Steuben drew his pistols and forced the 
innkeeper at gunpoint to take them in. “In 
the morning after breakfast,’ Du Ponceau 
wrote wryly, “we politely took leave of 
our host, who, though a Tory, did not re- 
fuse the Continental money in which we 
liberally paid him.” 

Eventually, Du Ponceau, Steuben, and 
the rest of their small company made it to 
York, Pennsylvania, where the Continental 
Congress was attempting to govern the new 
country. Steuben, whose fame as a military 
commander had preceded him, was re- 
ceived with great honor, and Du Ponceau 
made several acquaintances among the 
members of the Continental Congress — 
such as the scholarly James Lowell from 
Massachusetts — who were to become life- 
long friends and supporters. At the urging 
of Steuben, Du Ponceau was formally in- 
ducted into the Continental Army and given 
the rank of captain. The two then left the 
comparatively safe and comfortable con- 


fines of York and set out 
for Valley Forge. 

Arriving in Valley Forge 
on February 22, 1778, 
Du Ponceau and Steuben 
dined with George Wash- 
ington himself the follow- 
ing day. The awestruck 
young French linguist left 
one of the most detailed 
descriptions of Washing- 
ton ever written: 


I cannot describe the 
impression that the first 
sight of that great man 
made upon me. I could 
not keep my eyes from 
that imposing counte- 
nance, grave yet not 
severe: affable without 
familiarity. Its predomi- 
nant expression was 
calm dignity through 
which you could trace 
the strong feelings of 
the patriot and discern 
the father, as well as the 
commander of his sol- 
diers. I have never seen 
a picture that represents him to me as 
I saw him at Valley Forge, and dur- 
ing the campaigns in which I had the 
honor to follow him. Perhaps that ex- 
pression was beyond the skill of the 
painter, but while I live it will remain 
impressed on my memory. 


Du Ponceau soon became friends with 
Washington, as well as with future presi- 
dent James Monroe and two of Washing- 
ton’s aides-de-camp, Alexander Hamilton 
and the polyglot John Laurens, with whom 
he corresponded in Latin, Greek, French, 
Spanish, and English. It was also at Valley 
Forge that Du Ponceau became acquainted 
with the Marquis de Lafayette, with whom 
he became a close friend. 

The setting at Valley Forge was grim, 
with food and warm clothing scarce (it was 
Steuben who, according to Du Ponceau, 
coined the term “sans culottes” — “trou- 
serless men” — to describe the wretched 
soldiers of the Continental Army, a term 
that was unfortunately appropriated by the 
bloody French Revolutionary minions of 
Marat and Robespierre only a few years 
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1 with what appeared to be 


losis, 


opeless. 


later). The atmosphere of near-despair 
persisted until May, when the news ar- 
rived of the alliance with France. “Then 
the public distress was forgotten amidst 
the universal joy,” Du Ponceau recalled. 
“T shall never forget that glorious time. I 
was not yet an American; I was proud of 
being a Frenchman.... Wherever a French 
officer appeared, he was met with con- 
gratulations and with smiles. O that was a 
delightful time! It bound me forever to the 
country of my adoption.” Before they left 
Valley Forge, Steuben was made inspec- 
tor general of the Continental Army, and 
Du Ponceau became his aide-de-camp and 
was appointed a major. 

The following June, Du Ponceau ac- 
companied Steuben to Philadelphia on the 
very day that the British troops evacuated 
the city. They found the city full of trash 
left by the departing occupiers, but were 
for the most part received as liberators. 
Du Ponceau did not linger long in the 
City of Brotherly Love, however. He and 
Steuben went with General Washington 
and his army into New Jersey, where they 
participated on June 28 in the Battle of 
Monmouth. This, the first major engage- 
ment of against the British following the 
harrowing winter at Valley Forge, resulted 
in a stalemate, with both the British forces 
(commanded by generals Cornwallis and 
Clinton) and the Continental Army holding 
the field when night fell. The British chose 
to withdraw under cover of darkness; this 
was the first time Washington’s army had 
fought a pitched, stand-up battle against 
the formidable core of the British army and 
held its own. The Battle of Monmouth was 
a testament to the improved discipline and 
resolve imparted to the Continental Army 
by the likes of Baron von Steuben, and 
prompted many doubters to begin taking 
Washington and his forces more seriously. 

All through 1778 and 1779, Du Ponceau 
accompanied Steuben, returning frequently 
to Philadelphia, which soon became Du 
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losing weight and coughing 
A series of doctors pronounced 


Ponceau’s American home. 
But in late 1779, Du Ponceau 
became seriously ill with what 
appeared to be tuberculosis, 
losing weight and coughing 
up blood. A series of doctors 
pronounced his case hopeless, 
and for a time it appeared 
that the irrepressible young 
Frenchman would succumb 
to “pulmonary mischief.” He took up resi- 
dence in the country, hoping to improve his 
condition, and began drinking large quan- 
tities of milk on advice from a physician. 
Sure enough, his cough abated somewhat, 
and Du Ponceau began to feel frustrated at 
not being able to do the work he was being 
paid to do. In 1781, Steuben suggested that 
he accompany him to Virginia, suggesting 
that, if Du Ponceau were to die, better to do 
so in the saddle than in a bed. Du Ponceau 
accepted the proposal, and headed down 
to then hotly contested Virginia to render 
whatever assistance he could to the harried 
American forces. Surprisingly, his health 
continued to improve, despite the rigors of 
travel and the occasional danger of capture 
by enemy forces. However, a severe fever 
that overcame him in southern Virginia 
while en route to North Carolina forced Du 
Ponceau to abandon his military adventures 


Winter of discontent: Du Ponceau’s first experience with the privations of war was at Valley 


once and for all. Steuben gave him a glow- 
ing letter of recommendation to present to 
Congress, recommending him for employ- 
ment in some civil capacity. 


Man of Letters and Learning 
On the 25th of July, 1781, Du Ponceau for- 
malized his relationship with his adopted 
land, becoming a citizen of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. “Behold me 
then,” he recalled with pride many years 
later, “a citizen of the United States, hav- 
ing entered with them into a solemn com- 
pact, to which I have faithfully adhered, 
and which I have never repented.” 
Because of his broad expertise in foreign 
affairs, law, and languages, Du Ponceau 
was soon recommended as an assistant to 
Robert R. Livingston, the chancellor of 
New York, who had just been appointed 
secretary of foreign affairs of the United 
States. A letter of recommendation on his 
behalf, written by one Judge Richard Pe- 
ters, gives some idea of the range of Du 
Ponceau’s qualifications: 


I have been acquainted with [Du 
Ponceau] ever since his arrival in 
this country, and ... I have no doubt 
of his attachment to our cause, and 
am convinced of his abilities and 
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Forge, where he arrived with Steuben in February 1778. Despite the hardships, the young 
Frenchman was in awe of George Washington, Lafayette, and many other great leaders whom he 


met and befriended there. 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ FEBRUARY 17, 2014 


Z 
g 


Battle of Monmouth: This was one of the Revolutionary War engagements in which Du Ponceau 
took part, in his capacity as advisor to Baron von Steuben. The battle was the first occasion in 
which Washington’s Continental Army held its own against British and Hessian forces, and did 
much to enhance the reputation of America’s young fighting forces. 


unblemished character.... He has an 
exceeding industrious turn, and has 
a most remarkable facility of acquir- 
ing languages. French is his native 
tongue. English he has acquired per- 
fectly, and he understands German, 
Italian, and Spanish. He can translate 
Danish and Low Dutch with the help 
of a dictionary, but a little application 
will make him master of these. 


Du Ponceau was made Livingston’s sec- 
retary in October 1781, and worked with 
him until the end of the war. In 1783, Du 
Ponceau resolved to make a formal study 
of law, and began two years of study under 
William Lewis, then regarded as the best 
lawyer in Philadelphia and possibly in 
all of America. In 1785, he was admit- 
ted as an attorney to the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas; in 1786, became an attorney 
to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania; 
and in 1791, unsurprisingly, was certified 
as an interpreter of foreign languages. In 
the meanwhile, Du Ponceau was married 
in 1788, and sought thereafter to lead as 
retiring and unassuming a life as possible. 

To the field of law Du Ponceau applied 
himself with characteristic energy, becom- 
ing one of early America’s foremost ex- 
perts on European and international law. 
He published widely in jurisprudential 
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studies, including several English transla- 
tions of treatises on law in European lan- 
guages. He was even, later in life, offered 
the position of chief judge of Louisiana 
by Thomas Jefferson, but did not wish to 
leave his adopted home of Philadelphia. 

But law was not Du Ponceau’s all- 
consuming passion; as he once noted, 
“the life of a lawyer, in the full practice 
of his profession, offers very little but the 
dull and dismal round of attendance upon 
courts, hard studies at night, and, in the 
day, fatiguing exertions, which, however 
brilliant, are confined to a narrow theatre, 
and leave nothing behind but a blaze of 
reputation and the echo of a name.” 

His exertions as a lawyer notwith- 
standing, it was as a linguist and philolo- 
gist that Du Ponceau is best remembered. 
Perhaps in no small measure because of 
his first stirring encounter with an Ameri- 
can Indian at Valley Forge, Du Ponceau 
became one of the first Western schol- 
ars to devote himself to the documenta- 
tion and study of Native American lan- 
guages, from the far northern reaches of 
the Canadian Arctic to southern South 
America. In 1815, the venerable Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, founded by 
Benjamin Franklin and John Bartram in 
1743, formed a Committee of History, 
Moral Science, and General Literature, 


providing a venue for Du Ponceau’s pio- 
neering linguistic research. In 1819, Du 
Ponceau presented to the committee the 
first of many minutely researched works 
on the structure of the Indian languages. 
In 1835, he published another extensive 
treatise on the same subject in France, 
Memoire sur le systeme grammatical des 
langues de quelques nations Indiennes 
de l’Amérique du Nord (“Memoir on the 
Grammar System of the Languages of 
Some Indian Nations of North Ameri- 
ca’), for which he received high scholar- 
ly honors in his native land. In these and 
other works, Du Ponceau became the first 
to point out to European linguists certain 
distinctive and previously unknown traits 
typical of many American Indian lan- 
guages, which were unknown among the 
languages of the Old World that had been 
documented up to that point. 

In particular, Du Ponceau is credited 
with both discovering and naming the 
phenomenon of polysynthesis, whereby 
certain languages are capable of forming 
compound words of extraordinary length 
and complexity that can have the semantic 
value of an entire sentence. A large number 
of Native American languages are poly- 
synthetic, including Inuktitut and related 
languages spoken by “Eskimos” in the 
far north, the Cree language, most of the 
Plains Indian languages, Navajo, Apache, 
and related languages of the Southwest, 
and the Mayan languages of Mesoameri- 
ca. It is this organizing feature of morpho- 
syntax that makes so many Native Ameri- 
can languages almost unlearnable to those 
not born as native speakers. Du Ponceau, 
with insight that still holds up two centu- 
ries later, described such exotic languages 
in his 1819 treatise as follows: 


Three principal results have forcibly 
struck my mind.... They are the fol- 
lowing: 

That the American languages 
in general are rich in grammatical 
forms, and that in their complicat- 
ed construction, the greatest order, 
method and regularity prevail. 

That these complicated forms, 
which I call polysynthesis, appear 
to exist in all those languages, from 
Greenland to Cape Horn. 

That these forms appear to differ 
essentially from those of the ancient 
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and modern languages of the old 
hemisphere... 

I have explained elsewhere what I 
mean by a polysynthetic or syntactic 
construction of language.... It is that 
in which the greatest number of ideas 
are comprised in the least number of 
words. This is done ... by interweav- 
ing together the most significant 
sounds or syllables of each simple 
word, so as to form a compound that 
will awaken in the mind at once all 
the ideas singly expressed by the 
words from which they are taken. 


For example, in the Mexican language Na- 
huatl (the language of the Aztecs), one may 
say nimitztétlamaquiltiz, a single word with 
the force of an entire sentence, meaning ap- 
proximately, “I shall make somebody give 
something to you.” Subsequent research 
has found polysynthesis to be prevalent in 
other language groups outside the Ameri- 
cas — in eastern Siberia, in New Guinea, 
and among the Australian aborigines, for 
example — but all subsequent study of this 
perplexing language trait is premised on the 
pioneering work of Du Ponceau. 

Du Ponceau also became well known 
late in life for his study of the Chinese writ- 
ing system, which at that time was terra 
incognita for Western scholars. Prevailing 
(and poorly informed) scholarly opinion in 


Europe at that time held that the Chinese 
characters were “ideographs,” nothing 
more than stylized pictures with no pho- 
netic or morphological significance. Du 
Ponceau, however, was able to show his 
colleagues on both continents that, in fact, 
the Chinese writing system was far more 
sophisticated than just little pictures; it 
also represented aspects of both sound and 
morphology in a system that Du Ponceau 
styled “lexicographic,” a characterization 
that anyone familiar with Chinese will ap- 
preciate as far more accurate than mere 
“picture writing.” This and more was the 
subject of Du Ponceau’s Dissertation on 
the Chinese Language, which, published 
when he was 78 years old, was his last 
contribution to language studies. 

Du Ponceau’s vigorous scholarship 
earned him international recognition. He 
was one of the first American men of letters 
whose scholarship was acknowledged as 
world-class. He believed that science, art, 
and scholarship were far more important to 
the well-being of a civilization than more 
practical concerns, because they embodied 
the entire raison d’étre of advanced society. 
Commerce and agriculture, after all, were 
the mainstays of cultures great and primi- 
tive, whereas the refinements of art and 
higher learning were among the luxuries 
that motivated men to improve the state. 
“The noble aqueducts, temples, roads, of 
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Strange characters: The Chinese writing system was not yet well understood by Western 
scholars when Du Ponceau undertook to study it late in his scholarly career. It was Du Ponceau 
who first recognized that the characters were more than just “picture writing,” but rather that they 
had phonological as well as pictorial characteristics, and constituted a writing system every bit as 


sophisticated as Western alphabets. 
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the Greeks and Romans, have perished, 
but their literary fame will last forever,” Du 
Ponceau wrote. “If England were sunken 
into the ocean, her fame would be perpetu- 
ated by the works of her admirable histo- 
rians, philosophers, and poets. Let those, 
whose minds are impressed with [such] 
feelings, exert themselves and act.” 

By his own admission, Du Ponceau was 
not at first an ardent American patriot, al- 
though he was already a republican when 
he met Baron von Steuben. He was in love 
with the English language and culture, and 
animated — as so many young men are 
— by the prospect of overseas travel. But 
once in America, he became an American, 
wholeheartedly and irrevocably, and withal 
an American with a vision of what liberty 
could confer: a new type of civilization, 
where men could develop whatever talents 
they were blessed with, rather than being 
consigned to the brutish and impoverished 
lives of serfdom that were the lot of most 
of our ancestors. In this, Du Ponceau’s life 
was an early instance of the full menu of 
civilized pursuits that liberty would eventu- 
ally make possible, and which John Adams 
famously foresaw: 


I must study politics and war that 
my sons may have liberty to study 
mathematics and philosophy. My 
sons ought to study mathematics and 
philosophy, geography, natural his- 
tory, naval architecture, navigation, 
commerce, and agriculture, in order 
to give their children a right to study 
painting, poetry, music, architecture, 
statuary, tapestry, and porcelain. 


Du Ponceau died in April 1844 at the age 
of 84, having lived to see the republic 
that he helped to found begin to reach 
its full potential. No biography of him 
has ever been written, perhaps because 
of his modesty and disinterest in seeking 
public office. But he was no less a son 
of the republic than his many flashier, 
more conspicuous contemporaries. With 
other early American scholars — Benja- 
min Franklin, John Bartram, John James 
Audubon, and Benjamin Peirce, among 
many others — he helped to pioneer a 
tradition of scientific inquiry and higher 
learning in America that would one day 
make this country the world center for 
science and scholarship. 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Shooter Haunted 
by Dead Burglar 


Sixty-three-year-old Elzie Pipkins, a great 
grandmother who lives on her own in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, was forced to take 
the life of a 16-year-old burglar and is now 
tormented by it. 

Huffington Post reported on January 9 
that Pipkins had been robbed before and 
decided that she needed a handgun for 
protection. Unfortunately for the would-be 
burglar, she had it loaded and ready when 
Devon Antonio Young decided to burglar- 
ize her home. 

Young was armed with a shotgun and 
burst into the home while Pipkins was 
babysitting her granddaughter and great- 
grandson. Young demanded that Pipkins 
give her all the money she had in a safe. 

As Pipkins unlocked the safe, she said 
a prayer to herself and asked “God to 
give me strength, to get through this, it’Il 
be me or him.” Pipkins was able to re- 
trieve her pistol from the safe and fired 
at Young, hitting him in the chest with 
the first round. 

Young ran from the home but collapsed 
and died nearby. Even though Pipkins 
survived the ordeal, she finds herself trau- 
matized by having had to take a life. “I 
haven’t slept at all, I have not been asleep 
at all,” Pipkins said. “Every time I close 
my eyes I just see him.” 

Even though Pipkins is haunted by 
having had to take a life, she recognizes 
that she acted properly under the circum- 
stances. “I did what any parent or loved 
one would do and that’s try to protect 
her own,” she said. Supporters who feel 
likewise have been lining up to sing her 
praises. 

The Shreveport Times ran a series 
of reader comments lauding the great- 
grandmother for her heroic actions. Times 
reader Mary Ellen Briehn wrote, “None of 
us know what we would have done had 
we been placed in the same situation; she 
did what she had to do.... Being a loving, 
caring person, she felt badly about the out- 
come. God bless Ms. Pipkins.” 

Gun enthusiast and firearms store clerk 
Helen Helverson, of Ron’s Guns in Bossier 
City, wrote, “It helps people feel like they 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
_ “RENEE, ———E—eeeee. 


have the ability to defend themselves.... 
The lady’s gun was in her safe when she 
pulled it out and shot that guy. She was 
flat defending herself and her home.... The 
one thing that most concerns me is them 
[the government] taking away the aver- 
age citizen’s rights to bear arms.... To take 
away the guns because of a few bad apples 
is like taking away cars because of a few 
accidents.” 

NRA_ spokeswoman Catherine 
Mortensen explained why this story 
touched so many. “Firearms are the great 
equalizer, and this story really illustrated 
that.... Elderly people, small people and 
women, especially, find that firearms are 
a great equalizer and are a great way to 
protect themselves and their families. 
People relate to that, so this woman’s 
story really touches a chord with a lot 
of people.” 


Robber Targets 


Concealed-carry Holder 


The Philadelphia Inquirer reported on 
January 14 about what may be awaiting 
any criminal who targets an unsuspect- 
ing victim. Every criminal faces intended 
victims who might be carrying their own 
firearm. 

In the case reported, the suspect, a 
31-year-old man with an arrest his- 
tory, tried to rob a 22-year-old man at 
gunpoint in Chester, Pennsylvania. The 
younger man had a permit to carry a 
concealed weapon, and the two men ex- 
changed shots. Both the robber and the 
robbery victim were taken to a hospital 
with gunshot wounds. The robber was 
pronounced dead at the hospital, and the 
victim was in serious condition, said De- 
tective James Nolan of the Chester Po- 
lice Department. 


“Wished It 
Hadn’t Happened” 


Bill Stack started his Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina, equipment rental busi- 
ness, appropriately called Handy Rental, 
in 1986. Since then, he’s had some run- 


ins with criminals. “I had someone break 
in about two or three years ago,” Stack 
told RRSpin.com. Stack lives with his 
family in an apartment above the busi- 
ness, so he is almost always on site. He 
also has his own firearms, which is bad 
news for potential criminals. 

On December 27, a man later identified 
as Cul Priest Jones, a 40-year-old ex-con- 
vict who was released from prison earlier 
in the month, broke into Stack’s business 
shortly before midnight. 

Stack’s son awoke to strange noises 
emanating from the business. The son 
woke his father, who retrieved his pistol 
and went to investigate. 

Stack immediately saw that someone 
had attempted to break into multiple 
safes. He then came face-to-face with 
the intruder, Jones, and demanded he get 
down on the floor. “I was prepared. He 
wouldn’t show me his hands. I tried to 
get him to lay down,” Stack told RRspin. 
com. Stack’s son came down to investi- 
gate the disturbance as well, which dis- 
tracted Stack long enough for Jones to 
punch him in the face. 

Jones, who authorities later discovered 
was armed with his own gun and a stun 
gun, then began to struggle with Stack. 
Stack was able to fire his weapon in the 
struggle and fired four shots, all of which 
hit Jones. The injured Jones ran from the 
building but fell down to the ground out- 
side. 

Jones received medical attention and 
is facing multiple criminal charges. Stack 
regretted having to injure Jones, but said 
he had to do what he did to protect both 
his family and his business. “I don’t feel 
bad about it. I’m not happy about it. I just 
wished it hadn’t happened.” 

In an ironic twist, Stack formerly 
helped do prison counseling. He had 
helped his father for 10 years in a Flor- 
ida prison ministry program known as 
“Peace in the Valley.” Stack expressed 
surprise when he learned that Jones was 
released earlier that month after serving 
only 22 years on a 50-year sentence for 
shooting a Warren County deputy. “It’s 
hard to say. He probably should have 
been in longer.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Regulations Rule! 


Item: Bloomberg, in an online article 
published on December 4, 2013, report- 
ed: “Over the next 12 months, the Obama 
administration is due to issue regulations 
governing everything from e-cigarettes 
to smoke-stack emissions in what experts 
predict will be a second-term rush to put 
rules in place before leaving office.” 

The article quoted one Emily Cain, 
a spokeswoman for the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget, “which oversees 
regulatory policy.” The report continued: 
“Through a series of ambitious steps, the 
administration has created a cost-effective, 
evidence-based 21st-Century regulatory 
system,’ Cain said in an e-mail. She said 
the administrations approach has been 
consistent, including careful analysis of the 
benefits and costs of government rules.” 
ITEM: Writing in the Washington Post for 
December 8, 2013, Thomas O. McGarity, 
a professor of administrative law at the 
University of Texas, criticized President 
Obama for what he didn t say in a speech. 
In an article entitled “What Obama Left 
Out of His Inequality Speech: Regula- 
tion,”’ McGarity said that what was 
missing was a needed attack on the sup- 
posed “revival” since the 1970s “of the 
laissez-faire ideology that prevailed in 
the Gilded Age,” described as the “1870s 
through the 1910s.” 

It is, wrote McGarity, “no coincidence 
that this laissez-faire revival — an all-out 
assault on government regulation — has 
unfolded over the very period in which in- 
equality has soared to levels not seen since 
the Gilded Age. History tells us that in pe- 
riods when protective governmental insti- 
tutions are weak, irresponsible companies 
tend to abuse their economic freedom in 
ways that harm ordinary workers and con- 
sumers. The victims are often less affluent 
citizens who lack the power either to protect 
themselves from harm or to hold companies 
accountable in the courts. We are in such 
a period today,” claiming as proof that the 
president met with business CEOs and then 
ordered that regulations be streamlined. 
CORRECTION: The idea that the United 
States is in a “deregulation” crisis in the 
midst of a decades-long era of “laissez- 
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Promises, promises: President Obama has promised to “streamline” regulations and institute 
Promise Zones, areas in which development will be aided by programs designed to cut red tape. 
Though tacitly acknowledging regulatory overkill, his administration churns out new rules daily. 


faire” policies is so laughable that it 
sounds like the claim of a fugitive from a 
brain gang. After all, there are thousands 
of federal regulations issued annually with 
direct costs of billions of dollars and even 
costlier indirect expenses. Scores are is- 
sued on any given day. 

Yet, in another way, such assertions do 
show how the establishment Left operates: 
Virtually any problem caused by the gov- 
ernment is supposed to be cured by more 
government — in this case, by coming up 
with greater numbers of regulations that 
are even stricter than their predecessors. 

The big business side is hardly innocent 
in such matters, often being more than a 
willing participant in getting the govern- 
ment to issue regulations that would rig the 
market in its behalf. (The effective ban of 
new incandescent light bulbs, for instance, 
was backed by companies that wanted to 
sell more expensive forms of lighting, but 
which had proven to be unpopular with the 
public. The regulatory efficiency mandates 
priced competitors from the market.) 

The president is wont to say all sorts 
of things. For instance, consider the Janu- 
ary 9 remarks made in the White House 
about his “Promise Zones” initiative: “We 
said if you can demonstrate the ability and 
the will to launch an all-encompassing, 
all-hands-on-deck approach to reducing 


poverty and expanding opportunity, we’ll 
help you get the resources to do it. We'll 
take resources from some of the programs 
that we’re already doing and concentrate 
them. We’ll make sure that our agencies 
are working together more effectively. 
We’ll put in talent to help you plan.” 

Is he going to discard the 175,000-page 
Code of Federal Regulations, a cornucopia 
of rules that is growing even as you read 
this? You know the answer to that. 

As Scott Shackford has commented in 
Reason: 


There’s no new money in this pro- 
gram. Rather, what the administration 
is offering is special preference and 
assistance in landing federal grants. 
Obama is offering to cut “red tape,” 
but he’s not talking about the massive 
amounts of red tape any poor soul has 
to endure trying to engage in entre- 
preneurship in regulation-heavy Los 
Angeles, by way of example. What 
he really means is cutting the “red 
tape” between municipal govern- 
ments and nonprofits trying to secure 
grants from the federal government. 
Essentially, the primary “promise” of 
the Promise Zone is that the federal 
bureaucracy pledges not to be as hor- 
rible and frustrating to deal with as 
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it is to communities not designated 
as Promise Zone. What’s not to love? 


Whether large or small, such regulations 
add up and generally weigh down the 
productive economy. The Competitive 
Enterprise Institute, among others, has 
kept track of federal red tape for many 
years. Clyde Wayne Crews and Ryan 
Young last year summarized the effort 
over the previous two decades with num- 
bers that are almost incomprehensible in 
their scope. As they wrote last summer in 
the American Spectator: 


Twenty years ago saw the release 
of the first edition of Ten Thousand 
Commandments, an annual report 
that tracks the cost and scope of the 
federal regulatory state. It’s been a 
very busy two decades for Washing- 
ton, with 81,883 new regulations hit- 
ting the books during that time. That’s 
a new regulation every two hours and 
nine minutes — 24 hours per day, 365 
days per year, for 20 years. 

... As the just-released 20th an- 
niversary edition of Ten Thousand 
Commandments shows, every year, 
agencies continue to issue thousands 
of regulations costing billions of dol- 
lars. What is new is that the costs of 
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federal regulation are at an unprec- 
edented level. The total estimated 
burden is now up to $1.8 trillion per 
year, or roughly half the size of the 
federal budget. This is larger than 
Canada’s entire economy. 


If regulations are such vital lifesavers, a 
suspicious soul might wonder why many 
were held back before the last election. 
Shouldn’t the feds be anxious to protect 
us as soon as possible from the bumps, 
scrapes, and potential ills of the world? Or 
was this a case where Washington actu- 
ally recognized how unpopular such edicts 
can be? After the election, the edicts could 
more easily be cemented into place when 
folks were paying less attention. You can 
even color the left-wing Washington Post 
as suspicious — at least after the fact. 
The Post, conveniently waiting until 
mid-December, reported that the Obama 
White House “systematically delayed en- 
acting a series of rules on the environment, 
worker safety and health care to prevent 
them from becoming points of conten- 
tion before the 2012 election, according 
to documents and interviews with current 
and former administration officials.” In- 
deed, according to the paper, a number of 
agency officials were told to delay submit- 
ting “proposals to the White House for up 
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Hoping you forget: The U.S. government issues a steady stream of regulations, claiming that the 
benefits of the regulations outweigh the drawbacks — such as the costs. But often the government 
waits until just after elections to institute new rules because the consequences are harsh. 
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to a year to ensure that they would not be 
issued before voters went to the polls.” 

The imposition of ObamaCare has been 
a noteworthy example of not tipping off 
the public to soon. As put by the Post, the 
Obama administration “was slow to han- 
dle rules pertaining to its health-care law. 
Several key regulations did not come out 
until after the 2012 election, including one 
defining what constitutes ‘essential health 
benefits’ under a health plan and which 
Americans could qualify for federal sub- 
sidies if they opted to enroll in a state or a 
federal marketplace plan.” 

Afterwards, the figurative dam broke, 
and not just with a torrent of rules and reg- 
ulations dealing with healthcare. Michael 
Bastasch of the Daily Caller took note as 
the calendar turned, saying: 


It’s a new year and you know what 
that means — new regulations. The 
Obama administration has wasted no 
time in writing them. 

The website Regulations.gov lists 
141 regulations that have been posted 
by federal agencies in the last three 
days alone. 


Foremost among these are “environmen- 
tal” regulations. Since lawmakers previ- 
ously balked, the White House is now 
trying to inflict a rule that would cap 
carbon-dioxide emissions from power 
plants and, in so doing, effectively ban the 
building of coal-fired facilities. West Vir- 
ginia’s Democratic Senator Joe Manchin 
sees what is coming. “If these regulations 
go into effect, American jobs will be lost, 
electricity prices will soar, and economic 
uncertainty will grow,” the senator said. 

That is just part of the story. The ad- 
ministration, it has been acknowledged, 
wants even more. The next step will be to 
limit such emissions from existing power 
plants. Carbon dioxide, of course, is 
breathed out by every living human being 
and is vital for plant life. Perhaps it would 
be better not to let the White House know 
that, lest it crack down further. 

Other regulations literally prohibit 
Americans from having a chance to live 
their own lives with a semblance of nor- 
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Stuck by government: Because the FDA won’t allow use of a new drug, a drug used in all EU 
countries, U.S. patients can’t get it to help fight multiple sclerosis, an inflammatory disease that 
interferes with the ability of the nervous system to work properly. 


malcy. This includes, for instance, the 
Food and Drug Administration’s recent 
refusal to approve a drug (with the brand 
name of Lemtrada) for treatment of mul- 
tiple sclerosis. It has had decades of devel- 
opment. The medication has also been ap- 
proved in 30 developed nations, including 
Canada and Australia and all of the mem- 
bers of European Union. Yet, the stubborn 
FDA isn’t keen on the way the double- 
blind, placebo-control trials were run. It 
has demanded other, somewhat different, 
tests to be held, at the cost of additional 
years and $100 million or so. 

An instructive piece in the Wall Street 
Journal for January 17, which also men- 
tions some of the potential downsides of 
the treatment, demonstrates the frame of 
mind of the federal regulators: 


Lemtrada is administered just twice 
— in one-week intravenous regi- 
mens, one year apart — compared 
with established therapies that are 
administered continuously on a 
monthly, weekly or daily basis. And 
a significant number of Lemtrada 
patients find themselves free of MS 
debilities after just the first session. 
These are enormous benefits. Yet at 
a public meeting in November, one 
FDA reviewer warmed an agency ad- 
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visory committee that because Lem- 
trada patients would have less need 
to see their physicians constantly, it 
could be more difficult for physicians 
and the FDA to monitor them. 

This objection is revealing. At 
some point, regulatory command- 
and-control needs to make room for 
the welfare of patients and the skills 
and professionalism of their doctors. 


Here’s something else to consider; it was 
not mentioned in the above-cited piece, 
but is relevant. It is generally understood 
that penicillin, if it had been recently dis- 
covered, would likely not meet the ap- 
proval of such regulators. Why? Well, it 
has negative side effects with some people 
and is less effective in certain cases than 
in others — thus running afoul of the bu- 
reaucracy’s demand for “safe and effec- 
tive” products. It is frightening to imagine 
how many medications are being with- 
held from Americans by regulators with 
the power to enforce that way of thinking. 

The energy and environmental areas 
are particularly active areas for regulators. 
The unelected bureaucrats have usurped 
powers or been given them by default by 
legislators who then stand off (and some- 
times even complain about the bureaucra- 
cies). The idea that winners and losers in 


a theoretically free market are being cho- 
sen nationwide by those in Washington is 
alien to most Americans. Yet, it is com- 
mon to find those in the enlightened city 
who are happy to imagine that all busi- 
ness decisions are bad because they are 
driven by greed, while those handed down 
by regulators are superior since they are 
untainted by such crass motives. 

Those with such beliefs ignore how 
often the rules simply amount to spe- 
cial political favors. The farm bill now 
on Capitol Hill, for example, includes a 
new measure that would require the De- 
partment of Agriculture to impose a tax 
(disguised ever so slightly as an “assess- 
ment”). What is this vital measure? As 
noted in a Heritage Foundation “Issue 
Brief,” this move stipulates a payment of 
15 cents “on every fresh Christmas tree 
for the purpose of funding a promotional 
campaign for the industry.” Americans 
will have to pay more for trees adorned 
with red tape, assuming this makes it into 
the books. (It was previously beaten back 
by a negative public response, but bad 
ideas are apparently evergreen.) 

Other regulations are not a matter of a 
nickel and a dime. Federal energy policies, 
for instance, are aimed at more than coal. 
The “alphabet soup” of agencies, includ- 
ing the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Interior Department, and others, are “also 
waging wars on oil and gas drilling. Their 
arsenal of weapons includes legal actions 
to preempt state and private land rights; 
permitting complexities, delays and uncer- 
tainties on federal lands to discourage en- 
terprise; punitive taxes on fossil fuels; and 
multi-agency regulatory threats against 
fracking,” as pointed out by Larry Bell, 
a professor at the University of Houston. 

Repeatedly, the government creates or 
exacerbates a problem and then seeks or as- 
sumes more power to deal with the results. 
The answer is not to allow big businesses 
to leverage an overweening federal behe- 
moth so they can gain an advantage. The 
remedy must come from a Congress will- 
ing to assume its proper role, a government 
restricted to its constitutional functions, and 
more liberty in the marketplace. Hi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !.\5 WORD 


BY ALEX NEWMAN 


Obama's Fascism by Decree in State of the Union 


fter a devastating 
2013 for Obama and 
is agenda — indeed, 


a majority of the public now 
says he is incompetent and a 
threat to freedom — the presi- 
dent promised in his State of 
the Union speech to accelerate 
the imposition of economic 
fascism on America. If Con- 
gress refuses to cooperate, he 
will use “executive action.” 

Everything from seizing 
land and attacking gun rights 
to redistributing wealth and 
working to get the “young- 
est children” into government 
care that “they need” was 
touted. At times, the speech 
sounded more like the ranting of a socialist Third World dictator 
than a U.S. president who took an oath to uphold the Constitution. 

“America does not stand still — and neither will I,” Obama 
threatened as lawmakers applauded. “So wherever and when- 
ever I can take steps without legislation to expand opportunity 
for more American families, that’s what I’m going to do.” 

Fascist-style public-private partnerships will be a key com- 
ponent of the new Obama economy, he explained. “My admin- 
istration has launched two hubs for high-tech manufacturing ... 
that can help America lead the world in advanced technologies,” 
he said, outlining ploys to commandeer existing businesses as 
well. “Tonight, I’m announcing we’ll launch six more this year.” 

As in Communist China, the president also boasted that his 
administration was “investing” taxpayer funds. “Over the past 
five years, my administration has made more loans to small 
business owners than any other,” he said, omitting the fact that 
the capital was first extracted from the productive sector. 

Obama also touted the unconstitutional federal “rescue” of 
auto manufacturers, then celebrated coercing them into producing 
products he deemed acceptable. “In the coming months, I'll build 
on that success by setting new standards for our trucks,” he added. 

From training Americans for the jobs that he will suppos- 
edly centrally plan into existence to funding research that will 
“unleash the next great American discovery,” Obama suggested 
that no part of the economy would be free from his decrees. The 
administration has already decided what the “fuels of the future” 
will be, too, so Obama will “invest” accordingly. 

“Tn this rapidly-changing economy, we have to make sure that 
every American has the skills to fill those jobs,” Obama declared, 
announcing unilateral “across-the-board reform” of training pro- 
grams. If Congress “wants to help,” it can, Obama said. 

The president also said he would unilaterally create what sound- 
ed suspiciously like anew Ponzi scheme to siphon out more wealth 


¥7 


AP Images 


44 


to fund government debts. 
“T will direct the Treasury to 
create a new way for working 
Americans to start their own 
retirement savings: MyRA,” 
he declared without citing any 
purported authority to do so. 

Obama vowed as well to 
step up his attacks on car- 
bon dioxide — also known 
as human breath. “Climate 
change is a fact,” he claimed, 
presumably referring to in- 
creasingly discredited global- 
warming theories rather than 
natural changes that have al- 
ways occurred. The “debate,” 
he claimed falsely, “is settled.” 

Rather than honest money 
or free markets, Obama said what America really needs is more 
wealth redistribution, job-killing minimum wage hikes, and gov- 
ernment-enforced pay “equality” between men and women — to 
fix an inequality that he falsely attributed to discrimination. 

“Let’s make this a year of action,” he said. “That’s what most 
Americans want — for all of us in this chamber to focus on their 
lives, their hopes, their aspirations.” In reality, polls show two- 
thirds of Americans say the federal government is “out of con- 
trol” and a threat to basic liberties such as armed self-defense: 
“T intend to keep trying, with or without Congress, to help stop 
more tragedies from visiting innocent Americans in our movie 
theaters, shopping malls, or schools like Sandy Hook,” he said, 
referring to his deluge of anti-Second Amendment edicts. 

The president promised to ignore Congress and “use my au- 
thority to protect more of our pristine federal lands for future 
generations,” too. 

On foreign policy, Obama touted “free trade” regimes, which 
are really managed trade in which government picks winners 
and losers, saying he needed “tools” like “trade-promotion au- 
thority.” However, Congress is not needed for much of Obama’s 
agenda abroad, such as showering more unconstitutional sup- 
port on Syrian “rebels,” he said. 

The perpetual war-mongering must end, Obama claimed be- 
fore announcing that his administration and its “partners” would 
continue meddling in countries around the world. “As Command- 
er-in-Chief, I have used force when needed to protect the Ameri- 
can people, and I will never hesitate to do so as long as I hold this 
office,” he said. 

Liberty-minded lawmakers were outraged and vowed to take 
action. With anger and impeachment calls growing across the 
political spectrum, 2014 may still see a reemergence of free- 
dom and curtailment of lawless executive-branch reign that has 
plagued America for decades. The alternative is disaster. Hi 
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